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MRAP on duty
September 18, 2021

New Bern Maritime Modelers Guild.
Meets at the VFW hall, 3850 Butler 
Rd, New Bern, NC the second Sat-
urday of each month at 12:00 noon. 
For up to date info on their meet-
ing: https://www.facebook.com/
nbmmgnc 

Wilmington, NC Plastic Model-
ers Check their facebook page for 
meeting info for meeting informa-
tion, things are still in a state of flux 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/117277425006833

Jacksonville NC Plastic Modelers
meet every third Wednesday at 
7:00 pm at The Hobby Chest, 345 
Western Blvd, Jacksonville, NC. The 
Hobby Chest carries a great selec-
tion of hobby kits and supplies and 
is a grand center for tabletop gaming 
activities. https://www.facebook.
com/groups/1319666224752922

E.  C.   P.   M.
Eastern               Carolina                    Plastic                 Modelers

Septem
ber, 2021

(continued on page 3)

Our September meeting was rather 
small, mostly due to  a number of 
members traveling. Gathered today 
were Marshall Smith, Jim Harriett, 
Steve Kasza, Andy Fulcher, Mark 
Gray, and Jeff Maples. Chairing the 
meeting this month fell to Jeff Ma-
ples. The main thrust of the meeting 
was the early prep work on our big 
project, the DownEastCon 2022.

However the first item of business 
was the treasurer’s report that was 
read and accepted by the group pres-
ent. There was no other old business 
to go over so we moved on to plan-
ning the Con.

First item on the Catch ‘22 agenda 
was judging. The good news is that 
Steve Kasza has volunteered to be 
Head Judge. Steve was Head Judge 
for ECPM’s 2010 contest and is a 
professional builder. This is very 
good news as he brings a wealth of 
experience and knowledge to the 
table. With Steve’s agreement we 
will institute the practice of having 
classes for judges each month so as 
to have a membership well trained by 
the time the event opens. He agrees 
with going with the IPMS guide and 
instructing all the judges as to how to 
follow these guidelines.

Events
Contact & meeting info on regional 
model building groups and info on 
upcoming cons and other events.

From Mark Gray, a gorgeous built of  Meng’s 1/35 MRAP (Mine Resistant 
Ambush Protected) Cougar 6x6. Mark says, “One of the best kits that I have 
ever built. Excellent detail, great fit and right on based on a visit and photos 
of the real vehicle. Going into an IED removal diorama.” Unfortunately, due 
to technical difficulties no other photos of the meeting are available.
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Cousteau’s Calypso Part Three
-by Dennis Korn

(Above) RV Calypso on the custom base Dennis made for her. The cut out 
windows and ports really bring this build to life.

(Below) a different angle showing deck detail in relief.

(continued on page 4)

Continued from last month

Calypso’s done . . . well almost done , 
I still need to add the flags (I am try-
ing a new method for doing the flags 
so we will have more to add as an 
addendum) and some rigging, which 
will be a challenge and I will prob-
ably destroy the whole thing. Lol

Final impressions for this Revell 
model of the Calypso are not good. 
The molding was atrocious and I 
spent so much time cleaning up 
parts, filling in parts and painting 
and re-painting parts that it took 
some of the joy out of model build-
ing. Now I know why some model-
ers pick up quality kits that just fall 

together . . . there are models like that 
out there . . . please tell me there are 
models like that out there . . . please.

The base is made from a piece I 
picked up at Hobby Lobby (already 
contoured), that I painted a green . 
. . tried to find a close match to the 
Cousteau Society flag color . . . then 
I added white letters I picked up at 
Hobby Lobby and coated the whole 
thing with Acrylic Polyutherthane. 

I found some different styles of wood 
shapes to make stands for the ship . . . 
filed some slots in them . . . and then 

(continued from page 1)
The model categories and contest 
rules were gone over next. Several 
changes were made from the 2018 
con. for instance, real space and SciFi 
builds are now listed as separate 
categories. 

There was also changes made to the 
figures categories, they are repro-
duced here:
III. Figures
302. Historical Foot & Mounted. 
       All scales.
304. Fantasy & Sci-Fi. 
       All Scales – resin and white metal 
306. Fantasy & Sci-Fi. 
        Scales will include 1/8, 1/10, and
        1/12 only – injected molded
         plastic. 
308. Gundam. All scales.

We think this will be a bit more 
pleasing to the figure builders

In reference to the Catch ‘22 Themes, 
we also clarified them as well. Here is 
that section:
Catch ’22 Theme Italy/Sicily 
        1943-1945
• Catch ’22 Aircraft
• Catch ’22 Military Vehicles
• Catch ’22 Figures
• Catch ’22 Ships
• Catch ’22 Automotive
All theme models must be document-
ed.

• Catch ’22 Dioramas (specifically 
from the movie) Must include a still 
from the 1970 film Catch-22.
Please note - we will not have a 
screened off area and will not show 
nudity, inappropriate scenes, and/or 
gore.

Hopefully this will clear up any lin-
gering confusion on this section. In 

Meeting
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(continued on page 4)

The club is planning on having the 
much-anticipated contest, expo, 
show that’s been put off for 2 years 
now mostly due to conditions out 
of our control. I love the theme of 
“Catch 22”, and for anyone who has 
ever served in the Armed Forces, the 
plot is timeless no matter what the 
conflict or war one is participating in. 
I look forward to seeing the fine work 
and imagination that this show will 
produce. I’m sure we won’t be disap-
pointed.

Next summer’s event isn’t what I 
want to talk about though. I want to 
tell a bit of a story that I hope when 
next year’s event finally arrives, some 
folks will remember and take to 
heart. I think in the past I mentioned 
that I entered a contest only once 
and haven’t entered another since. 
The experience put a bad taste in my 
mouth, and thus I avoided submit-
ting anything to any contest I came 
across. I enjoy going to contests and 
seeing the terrific work that has been 
put on display but lost the desire to 
submit anything of my own because 
of that one time. Here is where the 
story begins.

Back in the early 1980’s I was attend-
ing a college in Tulsa, Oklahoma 
and found a local model club in the 
area. I got involved, made some great 
friends and those friendships have 
lasted well over 30 years, and enjoyed 
the shows and contests that popped 
up in the region that covered Okla-
homa, Texas, Arkansas and Kansas. 
Our club had a friendly rivalry with a 
club in Oklahoma City that at times 
made things quite entertaining. It 
was a lot of fun. About a year and a 
half after moving to Tulsa a regional 
IPMS contest was being held in 

Confessions of a 
Closet Modeler, part 7

-David Stiteler

addition, we also have another theme 
we hope will be attractive to build-
ers, we refer to it as Heller vs. Heller, 
explained below:

• Heller vs. Heller (Best Heller Built 
Kit) – In 1961, Joseph Heller pub-
lished his book Catch-22. By coin-
cidence, 4 years earlier, the French 
kit company ‘Heller’ was formed. 
So, in honor of both, we will award 
that builder who brings in the best 
built Heller kit. It can be any Heller 
kit, any re-marketed Heller kit, any 
Heller subject, and any Heller scale. 
Note: All Heller kits will be judged 
together in one group.
(Please note: You do have to show 
your model with proof it is a Heller 
kit. If it’s a new build, bring in the in-
structions or box. If it is an old build, 
you may print the box art and/or 
instructions from Scalemates.com)

We will have the rules and categories 
posted on our website this week for 
full reviews.

The floor plan was also gone over but 
much more work still needs to be 
done on that

We are also starting to dole out 
manager’s duties to fill in the blanks 
and hope to have more reports next 
month

Business Cards, or perhaps more 
correctly contact cards, were next up. 

Most of us have been in the model 
section of our local Michaels or Ol-
lie’s or Hobby Lobby and met another 
builder who was unfamiliar with 
our chapter. Rather than hurriedly 
scribbling down information as to 
time and place of the next meeting, 
(Like who remembers that?), now we 
can just hand that person a card with 
the website URL and the Facebook 
info. Hopefully, that will bring in 
new blood to the group. Each mem-
ber present was given 25 cards and 
we have a good supply for back up. 
Those members not present at this 
meeting can get their supply next 
meeting, I’ll bring the cards in again.

The chapter Facebook page has had 
several new sign-ons and hopefully 
the page will work for us in several 
ways. The Facebook page is intended 
as a way for us to show off our work. 
An outlet to let chapter members, 
and others, see what you are doing 
and a bit of a brag sheet. 

It’s other purpose is to let unaffiliated 
model builders to find us through 
more visibility. Other clubs use Face-
book as a great means of communi-
cating and reaching new members 
and it should work just as well for us. 

If you are having trouble with the 
page and don’t yet understand how to 
work with facebook let us know and 
we can help. n

-Editor

Events
(continued from page 1)

IPMS Eagle Squadron General 
meeting 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm at the 
American Legion Post 116 in Fuquay 
Varina and an Informal Build Night, 
Hangar 18 Hobbies in Cary the last 
Wednesday of each month from 
6pm-8pm. 
https://www.facebook.com/IPM-
SEagleSquadron

Carolina Maritime Model Society
Next meeting will be Saturday, XXX 
XXXX, 2:00 pm, at the North Caro-
lina Maritime Museum, 315 Front 
St., Beaufort, NC. This group builds 
ships and boats and  the museum is 
a great meeting space.https://www.
facebook.com/CMMSNC  n
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Calypso
(continued from page 2)

Confessions
(continued from page 3)
Tulsa, and both clubs agreed to host 
the event since it had been a while 
for a contest that size to take place in 
Oklahoma. I was talked into by one 
or two of my closest conspirators to 
enter the contest, but to enter with 
something outside of my comfort 
zone. I was building aircraft and 
ships at the time, which really hasn’t 
changed much over the years, and 
they challenged me to put something 
together in the Armor category. 

I knew nothing about armor but 
agreed to do some research and find 
a suitable tank to build. I settled on 
a post-war West German Leopard or 
Panther tank, I can’t quite remember, 
but it was a Tamiya kit and for me, 
the tank looked cool. With the re-
search I did I had a great picture of a 
tank that was covered with foliage for 
camouflage during a training exercise 
in West Germany with NATO forces. 
So, I did my best to model that scene 
and feel I did a respectable job of it if 
I do say so for myself. 

The time came for the contest, and 
with the approval of my buddies I 
entered the tank…eh, armor piece, 
not expecting anything to come out 
of it. I was out of my comfort zone, 
and it was my first attempt. But it felt 
good to at least participate, even if I 
was goaded into it. And this is where 
the fun pretty much ended for me. 

I wasn’t intimidated by the number 
of entries in this category, I expected 
that. I wasn’t intimidated by the qual-
ity of work on display, because with 
all the categories the level of experi-
ence on display ranged from just 
starting in the hobby to masters with 
years under their belts. Just being in-
volved in the hobby and being proud 
to display something that you put 

some time and effort into was good 
enough for me. But what happened 
next is what turned me off and made 
me angry.

As the contest went on of course it’s 
time for the judges to start their judg-
ing. Teams going around the tables 
doing their thing, and because of the 
size of this contest spectators are still 
walking around taking in the sights. 
As I’m not only an entrant, I’m also 
a spectator so of course I’m check-
ing out the models too. Since I’m an 
airplane guy, that’s where I start. 

I eventually found my way to the Ar-
mor category after a while and along 
with some other entrants we happen 
to be in proximity to a team of judges 
looking over the table where my tank 
and a younger modeler has his field 
piece on it. He was with his father 
discussing some of the other models 
and we are not hovering anywhere 
near the judges but are close enough 
to catch some of their discussion. 

What we hear stuns us. I don’t know 
any of these guys, they aren’t from 
my club or the club from Oklahoma 
City so they must be from Kansas or 
Arkansas or Timbuktu, and if they 
knew we where close enough to over-
hear their conversation they didn’t 
show it or care. I choose the later. 
Here are three guys, obvious mod-
elers and they are wearing judges 
badges, just verbally ripping apart the 
quality of work on the subjects they 
are judging. 

When this young modeler’s field 
piece was described as a poor snap-
tight toy and this kid heard that, you 
could tell he wanted to cry and walk 
out, never to build another model 
again. Thankfully his father took 
control of the situation, took his son’s 
hand and guided him away with 
some words of encouragement.

When these…gentlemen got to my 
tank, I heard something to the affect 
of “a good try for a tank hiding in a 
salad”. There were other comments 
made about my work, and with all 
the models on display on this table 
that I felt were totally uncalled for. 
This isn’t being a judge. This was just 
being cruel. After the judging was 
over and awards given, I collected my 
“salad tank” & headed home swear-
ing never to enter another contest. 

I know that doesn’t happen all the 
time. I know that with the people as-
sociated with this club that I’ve been 
fortunate enough to get to know we 
don’t have those kinds of guys doing 
the judging here. I feel we have a bet-
ter quality of modelers involved with 
true appreciation of the hobby and 
other peoples’ feelings. So, for this 
upcoming contest I haven’t decided if 
I’ll get over myself and enter some-
thing. But I will participate somehow. 
I encourage everyone to participate, 
and if desired and confident enough, 
enter something. It’s just 10 months 
away. Build away! n

-David Stitler

drilled a hole to insert a wood dowel 
to match holes in the ship hull and 
give the model some stability in the 
stand. Just setting the ship onto the 
stands - even with the cutouts for the 
hull . . . was a bit wobbly, so I impro-
vised and added the dowels (just stuff 
I had around the workroom). 

Still it is a joy to see the end in sight 
and have a finished model that hon-
ors Jacques Cousteau and his beloved 
Calypso. This is a small token of my 
appreciation for all the enjoyable 
hours of escaping my high school life 
reading the adventures of the Ca-
lypso crew. n

-Dennis Korn
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CATCH ’22 UPDATE. So far we 
have filled some of our manager 
positions and at this month’s meeting 
started the process of training judges. 

We also selected our Head Judge, the 
extremely capable Steve Kasza. Steve 
has already been a head judge in at 
least one con and will be starting the 
training for us ASAP.

We also have finalized categories and 
rules and these are included on pages 
# and # of this newsletter in addition 
to printable files posted on the web-
site at: www.ecpmod.com

A change from our previous con, the 
2018 DownEastCon, our plans are a 
normal I.P.M.S. contest with, not one, 
but two themes. 

Theme one is anything used in the 
Italian campaign, Italy and Sicily, 
between 1943 - 1945. but the sec-

ond theme is somewhat different. In 
honor of the author, Joseph Heller,  
we’re looking for the best build of any 
Heller kit. (Get it? Heller vs. Heller)

Also, get your Judging cap on! If you 
have previously judged in a contest 
then dust that hat off and put it back 
on. If you haven’t judged, then try 
on this brand new hat. (It might just 
fit) We welcome judging volunteers 
from other regional chapters so don’t 
be shy. (No hats were harmed in this 
announcement for DownEastCon /
CATCH ’22 judges)

On the next two pages you’ll find our 
rules & categories for the con. We’ll 
keep updating as things develop. n 

    -Editor

Don’t forget, next month’s meeting will be Saturday, October 23, 12:00 noon 
till 2:00 at the Fairfield Harbor Fire Station. It’ll be a normal, well, what pass-
es for normal for us, meeting so please bring some built and un-built kits.
Isn’t it time you joined IPMS? http://www.ipmsusa3.org/uploads/ipms_application_form_2019.pdf

Mini Review
Flashmaster Hobby Blades
I ran into these on facebook and 
decided to give them a try. Using 
them is different from your standard 
Exacto blades so they take some get-
ting used to, but then, they are not 
designed to replace your traditional 
blades but to supplement them.

Unlike traditional Exacto blades the 
sharp edge is not the angled edge butt 
the one projecting straight out from 
the handle. While it might take a bit 
to adjust to this I found the working 
angle to be of benefit to doing what 
the blades were designed to do, slic-
ing flat against the surface of plastic. 
Also, they bend well which is another 
advantage when working on curved 
surfaces and tight quarters. Another 
advantage is their small size. It makes 
it easy to work them into those tight 

areas where you inevitably have mold 
lines and flash to remove. I believe 
these will become a valuable addition 
to our tool box

Here is where you can buy them,
The primary sales site is the website:  
https://flashmasterhobby.com/  

Upcoming Model Cons
25 September, 2021
ScoHcon 2021 Warner Robbins, 
Georgia

2 October, 2021 
SCMA Charleston 21st Annual Fall 
Contest 
imcminton@gmail.com)
North Charleston, SC

22-24 October, 2021
Modelpalooza 
www.ipmsorlando.org/model-
palooza-home.html
Orlando, Florida

23 October, 2021 
AtlantaCon 2021 
www.ipms-atlanta.org
Marietta, Georgia

13 November, 2021
Mid-Tennessee Model Contest & Show: 
www.ipmsmiddletennessee.com
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