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site will ‘feature’ a different member 
approximately every 2 weeks; the 
first featured member is Alan Welch. 
Gary also mentioned that since the 
‘Survey’s just for Fun’ really haven’t 
caught on they will be dropped, until 
a better widget is found that works 
with Weebly (free) and then we’ll try 
again.

Newsletter Report - Alan Welch 
talked about the ECPM award win-
ning newsletter. It’s still going strong 
and even non-members are asking to 
get on the email list!

Tuesday Evening Takeoff (Zoom) 
– Dennis Korn was not available 
for an update but the weekly Zoom 
build sessions are fun and entertain-
ing. Every Tuesday evening starting 
at 7:00 pm they meet for 2 hours (or 
however long you can stay) and build 
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(above) BIG HUZZAHS to our webmaster, Gary Mitchell, who toted his 
3-D printer AND curing station to our May meeting. He gave an excellent 
informed and informative explanation of the ins and outs (and ups and 
downs) of 3-D printing. 

ECPM MEETING MINUTES

May 16, 2026

The May business agenda began a 
little after noon with 20 members 
and one guest (who became a new 
member!). President Alan Welch 
called the meeting to order, and the 
following items were presented and 
discussed:

Treasurer’s Report - Mark Sandvi-
gen provided a review of financial 
activity over the last month and the 
current balance in the ECPM bank 
account.

Website Report – Gary Mitchell 
talked about the new Member Pro-
files being added to the website as 
members respond to the question-
naire. Gary explained that the web-

Alan Welch

http://www.ecpmod.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/242872197433365
https://www.facebook.com/groups/242872197433365
http://www.ecpmod.com
https://ipmsusa.org/
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Meeting Debriefing
(continued from page 1) produces a well organized, enjoyable 

contest. We have had a string of such 
events and I have no doubt that this 
group can again show our character 
and professionalism. 

Vendor Status – Alan Welch report-
ed that we are at the point of having 
a waiting list for vendors. Vendor 
Layout Space is being reviewed.

Registration – Dennis Korn was not 
available to report but word is reser-
vations are starting to arrive as were 
expected.

Sponsorship and Awards Status – 
Mark Sandvigen reported that all the 
‘Best Of ’ awards are sponsored and 
½ the regular categories are spon-
sored.

Judge Training – Steve Kasza was 
not in attendance so no further train-
ing was done at this meeting.

Raffle/Model Kit Donations – David 
Mohr was not available but the club 
was reminded that we are at the limit 
for raffle kits (no room left to store 

models, have great conversation and 
share helpful tips. It’s a really good 
time and everyone enjoys themselves. 
If you are interested in participating 
send your request to join to Alan or 
any Executive Board member and 
we’ll get you signed up.

IPMS Insights – Nothing new to 
report except that the IPMS Journal 
continues to improve.

Down East Con 2026 – Each section 
head gave a brief report of the sta-
tus below. Alan also reminded all in 
attendance that this is an ‘all hands’ 
event. We need all members to par-
ticipate and help to make the show 
a success. There is another aspect of 
participation to consider. Being a 
member of the chapter producing the 
event is absolute fun. For a brief mo-
ment the chapter members all attain 
a level of “celebrity”. I know it sounds 
silly, but there is a really nice feeilng 
of pride of being part of a group that 

Did you know you can save 
1/3 of the cost of registration 
to ECPM's DownEastCon by 
registering online?
https://www.ecpmod.com/dec26-pre-
registration.html

them!). But if you have any castaway 
kits, he is accepting those also and 
they will be sold at the show to make 
the club a couple of bucks.

Other Events – Gary Mitchell re-
minded everyone to check the web-
site for any upcoming IPMS / Non-
IPMS Shows and Club Events. If any 
you know of are not listed, please use 
the link at the bottom of the page to 
send information to the Webmaster.

Other New Business- There was 
actually no “other business this 
month. With no other new business 
brought forward by the membership, 
the business agenda was concluded 
around 12:30 pm and was followed 
by this month’s Demo, which was a 
Presentation on 3D Printing given by 
Gary Mitchell. 

The 3D Printing presentation con-
cluded around 1pm and then we 
moved onto Display Case presenta-
tions, J

-Gary Mitchell

And, another smidgeon of good 
news, remote member and past 
ECPM President John Ratzenberger 
and his wife, Annette, are safely 
moved from their home on the 
Outer Banks to their new residence 
in the suburbs  of Chicago.

John was instrumental in the 
growth and reputation of ECPM 
and those of us who had the 
opportunity of knowing him 
personally are fortunate indeed. 
Several of us, including Jim Gower 
(pictured) had visited them before 
they left

We look forward to John's 
continued presence in the pages 
of this newsletter. And I would 
just like to say, in sailor parlance, 
fair winds and following seas, my 
friend.

http://www.ecpmod.com
https://www.ecpmod.com/dec26-pre-registration.html
https://www.ecpmod.com/dec26-pre-registration.html
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IMC 65 Lotus/Ford - Indianapolis Winner
Jim Clark is my favorite driver (with Jackie Stewart 
coming in second) and my love for racing developed 
while I lived in Europe during the late 60s and early 70s. 
My dad and I attended a Formula 2 race at Hockenheim 
in 1971, three years after losing Clark at that same race 
track in 1968. I pulled out a dusty model box from IMC 
that represented Clark’s ’65 Indianapolis 500 winning car. 
Looking at the kit, it was sure to be a breeze . . . I mean 
the kit was only 60 years old . . . what could go wrong.

Jim Clark first entered the Indy 500 in 1963 and with 
the unique rear-engine design of Colin Chapman, he 
finished second to an Indy Roadster that was quickly 
becoming obsolete. Back to Indy in 1964, Jim Clark broke 
and finished 24th, but more tragically, drivers Dave 
MacDonald and Eddie Sachs were killed on lap two in a 
fiery crash that hit Jim and especially his mother hard. 
When the conversations between Ford and Lotus began 
in earnest, Clark stated his mom was not too keen on 
him driving in that death race ever again. After a number 
of safety changes were made to Indy (including lower 
allowable fuel on board to 75 gallons, requiring two pit 
stops, and switching to methanol fuel, Jim agreed to 
forego the F1 race at Monaco to attempt the Indy 500 
once again.

A.J. Foyt, who previously was quite vocal against these 
foreigner rear-engine cars, took the pole in a Lotus 34 
car that had run the year before. Clark started second, 
but after swapping the lead with Foyt a couple of times, 
took control of the race. Leading for 190 of 200 laps, he 
found himself almost a lap ahead of the field as he took 
the checkered flag. It was the first win for a rear-engine 
car and the first win by a foreigner since 1916. Having 
won the F1 championship the year before and leading 
the current championship, it still must have been hard 
to miss a critical F1 race like Monaco, but sometimes 
the money is just too good to pass up. In 1964, Clark 
won $11,200 for winning the Tasman Series; $37,350 for 
winning the F1 title; and $128,800 for winning the Indy 
500 in 1965. Even after taxes that makes for a good year. 

And to top it off, he went back to Europe and took the F1 
title again in 1965.

Because the car is an open-wheel design with all kinds of 
suspension parts hanging outside the car, one must prep 
and paint the body before assembly can begin (unless 
you want to torture yourself with some crazy masking). 
I used MCW British Racing Green with Tamiya Yellow 
for the stripe. The kit decals included the stripe, but after 
60 years you can imagine what shape they were in and 
the aftermarket decals did not include the stripe. I had 
IndyCals decals ready to go once I finished the paint 
work, but that took some time. Every time I thought I had 
it done, I need to go back and touch up a spot, so masking 
became a second profession. Finally, I had it good enough 
to decal and proceeded to put the big number 82 on the 
nose, but the decal was so thin that the yellow stripe 
showed through. No worries, I can order another set 
of decals and double up the decal. Done it before, no 
problem, except when the new set of decals came in, the 
number 82 for the nose was bigger than the original set. 
What gives? Someone must have called IndyCals out on 
their numbers, because when I studied pictures of the 
real car, the new decals were the right size. So, I just put 
the new one on top of the smaller old one . . . you have to 
look pretty close to see it.

The next issue was tires. The tires in the kit scored two 
good ones and two misshapen pieces of crap rubber. The 
search was on for other tires, which I stole out of another 
Indy model kit for Dan Gurney (I had two of them, so no 
worries down the road). But of course, the replacement 
tires had Goodyear on them, so I had sand that off and 
used IndyCals Firestone tire decals to get them looking 
right. The next part that bugged me was the seat. The 
kit had a flat piece of plastic bent 90 degrees for a seat . . 
. the model comes with a figure, so maybe they figured 
no one would see the seat. I’m no Robert Bracken, so I 
didn’t plan on doing the figure, so once again I stole a 
part from the other Indy kit and modified it to look right. 

by Dennis Korn

(continued on page 4)

http://www.ecpmod.com
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(continued from page 3)
The steering wheel required a round cushion added to the 
center, which I scratch-built from some scrap plastic.

The assembly of the car was actually a treat. I find it 
a challenge to get all four wheels to set down on the 
ground, but the suspension on this model basically 
snapped together without glue until after I had all four 
corners on and down on the ground . . . then a touch of 
glue to keep everything where it belongs. There was one 
part that made me do extra work. The rear tires are held 
together with a straight piece off steel rod (typical for car 
kits), but this one went through the transaxle hole that 
was big enough to drive through. So, I scratched some 
inserts for the transaxle and drilled them out for the 
rod. A little filing of the holes to get the wheels down the 
ground together and it looks so much better. I scratched 
the bracket to hold the exhaust up off the rear bumper 
and everything else was out of the box with whatever 
painting details I could give them.

IMC first put this kit out in 1963 and it is the Lotus 34 
that finished 2nd that year. My kit came out in 1965 to 
represent the Lotus 38 that won that year. In 1966, IMC 
put out another Indy car, but this time it was the Lotus 
49 with #19 STP markings . . . this would be Clark’s car 
for the 1966 Indy 500 in which he finished 2nd again – to 
Graham Hill this time. In 1969 they once again came out 
with a Lotus 49, but with #82 decals . . . this would be 
Roger McClusky who drove a Coyote/Ford chassis with 
that number in 1969 . . . and finally in 1977 Testors took 
the mold and came out with a Lotus 49 with #82 decals . . 
. to represent the Clark winning car for 1965, but it is the 
incorrect Lotus. J

IMC 65 Lotus/Ford

-Dennis Korn

http://www.ecpmod.com
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Writing for the newsletter is greatly appreciated for a 
number of reasons. It lends far greater depth to the publi-
cation, allows us to impart more building info on a wider 
range of skills, and different writing styles make for more 
interesting reading. I also think it helps to weld us into 
more of a “team” and gives the chapter members a stake 
in ownership.

To be sure it helps the editor and publisher as well.

Here are a few thoughts on submissions.

I think we can use several types of articles.

First, short teases. These can be in the neighborhood of 
up to 300 words if you want to share a short anecdote, 
funny happening or incident. You could include an il-
lustration or photo if you wish. And, it’s a good way to get 
your feet wet for unpublished writers, it’s easy.

Full articles might run 500 - 2,000 words. I think news-
letters that run 30+ pages might be tiresome to wade 
through. This is a hobby, not a scientific journal. 4 - 8 
companion photos or illustrations would be appropriate 
for running in the newsletter. (More on photos later)

Please send art work/photos as attachments, not inserted 
into your article. That allows me to size and place them. 
You can write your own captions or trust me to do so.

And on the subject of photos, just take the best ones that 
you can and send them to me. (Or use google drive or 
www.usendit.com) Don’t edit, crop or size them, I’ll do 
it for you. Don’t insert them where you think they go. 
They’ll have to be removed and that’s more work for me.

For those of you who might like to submit an article but 
have not written before, our crew of crack editors and 
proofreaders stand ready to assist.

For those of you who are experienced in publishing 
articles, our crew of crack editors and proofreaders stand 
ready to assist and no doubt will still do so despite your 
wishes. (It’s an editing/publishing thing, you know)

Are these hard, fast dictates? No, but the editor does have 
final judgment in length and content, just sayin’.

And as an assist you might look into:

https://wordcounter.net/ J

by Alan Welch

http://www.ecpmod.com
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I am a recent recruit in the Jacksonville NC Plastic 
Modelers, (AND to us, I'm already working on him -ed.), 
even though I live in Michigan, because we vacation on 
Topsail Island on a semi-regular basis.  That’s marginally 
relevant because one of the members of my home club, 
the Capital Area Modelers Society, put me on to an app 
that I am very excited about and wanted to share with my 
North Carolina friends.  

It’s a catalog program for model paints called PaintRack, 
and it’s available for Apple and Android phones.  The 
app’s best feature is something called “Rapid Scan.”  It 
quickly scans and identifies paints using your phone 
camera and the bar code on the jar.  The app’s library of 
paints is extensive; the only ones that stumped it were 
some ancient Testor’s enamels.  It took me maybe an hour 
to scan all of my paints (I included a picture of my paint 
collection), and I now have a complete database so that if 
I’m at Hobby Chest thinking about buying some paint, I 
can be sure that I don’t already have it in inventory.  

The app also allows you to create wish lists, so you can 
go through your kit instructions and figure out what you 
need to buy.  Once you have the paint, just scan it into 
your library.

Another feature I’m looking forward to using is the 
ability  to create sets.  With this feature, you can identify 
specific sets of paints for a specific task.  For example, say 
you want to paint a Vietnam-era aircraft in the Southeast 
Asia paint scheme.  You can create an SEA set so that 
you can grab the same paints every time.  This will be 
especially helpful for painting figures, where you may use 
a lot of different paints for different uniform parts.

The app is free to download, but to unlock the Rapid 
Scan feature, among others, you must pay a one-time fee 
of $5.99, which I’ll probably save in avoided duplicates 
pretty quickly. J

-Norm Witte

PP A I NA I N TT RR A C KA C K
by Norm Witte

(right) This is the Rapid 
Scan start menu.  A simple 

click and the app starts 
recognizing bar codes.

(right) This is the 
library in list view.  
You can also use a 

swatch view, and you 
can control which 

manufacturers are 
displayed so that you 

don’t have to page 
through brands you 

never use.

Here are some of the useful screens 
in the app. 

(leftThis is the swatch view.    It’s 
useful if you’re just generally 
looking for a color.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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Special “Americana Theme” rules:                                     
There are no categories or scale divisions, all kits will be 
judged together as a theme class. All theme builds must 
be placed on the theme table(s) where they will be judged. 
Only models of subjects in the categories listed below will 
be allowed to participate in the Theme Contest.

NOTE: 
        Models entered in the Americana theme contest will be 

judged only in the theme contest. They are not eligible 
for competition in any other category. All entries for the 
theme award must be placed on the Theme Tables only. If 
they are mistakenly placed in their normal category area 
they will be eligible and judged for that category only. (A 
1/72 P-51 would be judged in category 04)

X. DEC26 Special Categories for the America, Inspiration 
and Innovation Theme

 
Ships:
	 1000 USS Constitution, any scale
	 1000 Liberty Ship, any scale
	 1000 USS Nautilus (SSN-571), any scale

Planes:
	 1000 Wright Brothers Flyer, any scale
	 1000 DC-3 /C47, any scale
	 1000 Lockheed F117 Nighthawk, any scale

Armor:
	 1000 US Abrams, M1, M1A1, M1A2, M1A3,                       	

	 US service, any scale
	 1000 US Willy’s Jeep, any scale
	 1000 US Sherman M4, any model in US service,             		

	 WW-II or Korea, any scale

Automotive:
	 1000 Model T Ford, any scale
	 1000 Chevy Corvette, (‘53-‘67), any scale
	 1000 Harley Davidson, any scale, any era

Other: 
	 1000 Space Shuttle/Space Program, any scale
	 1000 Moon Landing, Vehicles and Equipment, any scale
	 1000 Americana Diorama, any scales, any eras

IPMS R 12 Regional July 18, 2026IPMS R 12 Regional July 18, 2026
Havelock Tourist and Event CenterHavelock Tourist and Event Center

http://www.ecpmod.com
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0. Juniors
001. Junior entries, ages 5-12
002. Junior entries, ages 13-17

I. Aircraft
101. Multi-wing & rigged, all scales
102. Single engine prop, 1:72 and smaller
103. Single engine prop, 1:48, Allied1

104. Single engine prop, 1:48, Axis1

105. Multi engine prop, 1:72 and smaller
106. Multi engine prop, 1:48
107. Jets, 1:72 & smaller
108. Jets, 1:48
109. Aircraft, 1:32 & larger, all types
110. Helicopters, all scales
	 (Note: unmanned aerial vehicles, (UAVs), compete by 

engine & scale)

II. Military Vehicles
201. Armor, 1:35 & larger, closed top, all eras, Allied1

202. Armor, 1:35 & larger, closed top, all eras, Axis1

203. Armor, 1:35 & larger, open top w/interiors, all eras
204. Wheeled & soft-skin vehicles, all scales, all eras
205. Armor, 1:48 & smaller, all eras
206. Ordnance – missiles & towed arty, all scales & eras

III. Figures
301. Large Historical Figures, 54mm and larger
302. Small Historical Figures, 53mm and smaller
303. Tabletop Gaming Figures3

IV. Ships (Jay Roig Memorial Award)
401. Surface, sail & oar powered, all scales
402. Surface, powered, (steam/nuke), all scales,                

1:499 & larger
403. Surface, powered, (steam/nuke),1:500 & smaller:   

1:600, 1:700, 1:1200,
404. Submersibles, all eras, all scales

V. Automotive 
501. Factory Stock, all scales
502. Hot/Street rods & street machines, street legal, all scales
503. Competition, open wheel, all scales
504. Competition, closed wheel, all scales
505. Commercial, light duty, all scales,
	 (single rear axle, vehicles and trailers)
506. Commercial, heavy duty & equipment, all scales
	 (multi-axle & tracked)

507. Sit upon, (bikes, trikes, go carts), all scales
508 Customs, all types, all scales

VI. Space & Sci-Fi Vehicles & Installations
601. Real space, all scales
602. Fantasy/Sci-Fi, vehicles & figures, all scales
603. Gundam & Mecha, all scales

VII. Dioramas 
701. Military, all scales, all eras
702. Civilian, all scales, all eras

VIII. Miscellaneous 
801. All other entries, humorous, or hypothetical, all scales

IX. Special Awards
901. Best Aircraft
902. Best Military Vehicle
903. Best Figure
904. Best Ship
905. Best Automotive
906. Best Space & Sci-Fi
907. Best Diorama
908. Americana Theme
909.Marshall Smith Memorial Best EMS4

910. Best Naval Aviation Subject, All Categories2

911. Best in Show

1 For contest clarification, Allied/Axis determination
  is by markings. i.e. a captured Spitfire in German
  markings is classified as Axis. All neutral vehicles are,
  by default, Allied.

2 Any U.S. Navy or Marine aviation related subject. If it flies, 
services or carries anything piloted by Navy or Marine 
Aviators it can compete in this special category in addition 
to it’s normal class/category. Must have the appropriate box 
checked on the model registration form.

 3 Gaming figures are defined as scale no larger than 32mm, 
must identify what gaming system they operate in, and must 
be mounted on a standard gaming base.

4 Any emergency vehicle carrying first responders, Police, fire, 
ambulance. 

DownEastCon 2026 Classes/Categories
Americana Theme Category: Please note that a model can be entered in it’s normal class/category OR in the 
special “Americana Theme” contest only. A model cannot be entered in both. The Americana Theme rules are 
found at the end of the Classes/Categories list.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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M
odels are entered solely at the entrants’ risk. Eastern C

arolina Plastic M
odelers 

does not assum
e any liability for loss or dam

age to any m
odel. M

odels m
ay be 

handled during judging. If necessary, w
e w

ill ask the m
odeler to rem

ove display 
cases prior to judging. If you do not w

ant your m
odel touched, please w

rite 
in N

otes (on page 1) by the m
odel stating as such. Th

e note m
ust include 

your cell phone num
ber so you can be called to m

ove your ow
n m

odel.

If you do not respond, your m
odel w

ill not be judged!

Builder#: ______
  Entry#: ________

 C
lass #: ______  C

ategory#: _______

Scale of Build: ________________________________________________

N
am

e of Build: _______________________________________________

K
it(s) U

sed: _____________________________________

_____________________________________________

N
otes (tell us about your build): _________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

N
O

TE: A separate registration form
 m

ust be com
pleted and 

 
subm

itted for each  m
odel to be entered into com

petition.

M
odel B

uilder R
egistration

If you are entering m
ore than one m

odel please fill out this section on 
the first entry, then you only need to w

rite your nam
e on the subsequent 

form
s. In any case this page needs to be folded under w

ith this side facing 
the table.

I.P.M
.S. M

em
ber? o

    C
lub A

ffi
liation: ____________________________

N
am

e:  _____________________________________________________

A
ddress:  ___________________________________________________

Telephone:  _________________________________________________

Em
ail:  _____________________________________________________

*If a registered m
odel is not intended to be a them

e entry (see them
e descrip-

tions on Rules, page 2, Rules 12 &
 13) the builder can register the m

odel in 
it’s appropriate C

lass and C
ategory and check off the “N

o Th
em

e” box on this 
registration form

. Th
en the m

odel(s) w
ill be judged for it’s appropriate C

lass/
C

ategory. 

If your m
odels are participating in the “A

m
ericana” or G

olden W
ings”them

e, 
please check the “Yes Th

em
e” box and the C

lass/C
ategory spaces on this form

  
are not utilized.

N
O

TE: If either them
e box(es) are not checked, then the default places the m

odel 
in the norm

al contest and not the Th
em

e contest. 

Be sure to have your class and categories listed correctly.

                                             This is a class:  
V

I. Space &
 Sci-Fi Vehicles &

 Installations*
These are categories in this class: 

601. Real Space. A
ll Scales

 
603. Fantasy/Sci-Fi. A

ll Scales

M
odel R

egistration Sheet
ECPM DownEastCon

W
e put it all together! 

Th
em

e:
q

  A
m

ericana
q

  W
ings of G

old
q

  N
o Th

em
e

02/08/2026

Fold Here before placing on display table

http://www.ecpmod.com
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(continued from page 6)

09/16/2023

http://www.ecpmod.com
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OPERATION TIN CAN 
update
Steve Kasza reports that we have 65 of 77 subjects 
sponsored, 8 of them are completed, and another 10 
in progress. Steve s making good progress and hopes 
to accompany the completed collection to Beneedita 
Portugal to be on display in the Museum. This will be 
every piece of armor the Portugese Army has ever used.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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(left) Lee Rouse showed his in-
progress Airfix 1/48 scale, Bristol 
Bulldog. Very nicely detailed 
cockpit, very little of which is visible 
once the fuselage halves are closed. 
Very detailed engine, individual 
cylinders require careful attention 
to directions to ensure that they are 
mounted correctly. Lee made his 
own turnbuckles for the flying wires. 

We'll see how that turns out!

(left) Mr. Rouse also showed his 
finished Tamiya, 1/16 scale figure 
of Field Marshal Erwin Rommel. 
Multiple mediums used included 
artist's oils for the face, acrylics (some 
hand-painted, some airbrushed) for 
the uniform, and water color markers 
to accent the shadow areas. Although 
the level of detail is not up to today's 
expensive resin figures, it holds its own 
for an injection molded kit, especially 
considering its release date of 1999. 

(right) It seems like it's always 
Christmas time for William Reece, he 

brought in two new and uunstarted  
kits because they really impressed him. 

That should tell you how good they 
look. These instructions are for the 

RNAS Corsair II by Magic Factory. He 
also showed the the MiniArt Fw 190 

Dora-9. Both kits are in 1:48 and both 
kits look to be stunning.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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(left) An AMT 1971 Plym-
outh Duster in 1:25 by Jim 
Smith. Jim  painted the 
build with a mix of Tamiya 
acrylics and lacquers, (not 
together mind you) and 
finished the vinyl top with 
MCW Finishes black tex-
tured paint.

(right) An MPC 1968 
Dodge Coronet R/T Con-

vertible in 1:25 by Jim 
Smith. Painted With MCW 

Finishes Electric Blue 
Metallic and engine wired 

with 30awg wrapping wire. 
Really nice wheels.

(right) Gary Mitchell 
brought in his finished 

build of the totally awe-
some Lamborghini Veneno 

done up in Valencia Or-
ange from Splash Paints. 

What an incredible looking 
vehicle.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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(left) And now for something com-
pletely different . . . . and very nice. 
It’s an Amusing Hobby 1/48 scale 
Me 262-H6III . . . “what if ”. One 
of the many German paper studies 
that so fascinate people to this very 
day. This build was enjoyed by Gary 
Mitchell who usually does not build 
aircraft but this was a good de-
signed, well produced kit that Gary 
really enjoyed. How cool is that?

(Below) This fine M4A3E8 Sherman was built and brought in by Jim 
Gimple. This “Easy Eight” was a Tamiya 1:35 scale kit and was enjoy-
able for Jim to build. The non-standard black star on the turret was an 
early “stealth” attempt to make the turret a little less easy to target.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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(right) Gary Mitchell also 
brought this Astin Martin 

One77 scale: 1:24. This 
is a resinkit from Alpha 

Models and like all Alpha 
kits goes together quite 

well. Finished in Tropical 
Glitter Galactic Silver over 

black.
(oooo, shiny)

(right) A 1:24 Porsche 918 
in Pro Scale Mercedes Ice 
Blue and Tamiya (X-11). 
It was a very fine kit and 
a fun build save for some 

minor fit issues around the 
windshield. Kit by Revell, 

build by Gary Mitchell.

(right) Sean Donnelly 
brought in this 1:72 scale 

M2A2 Abrams snap to-
gether tank from Blocks 

by XUJA. It’s Ok if you are 
new to models and great 

for younger kids from 5-15 
years old. Especially some 

one who likes legos and 
interesting models too.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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(right) Another view of Jim Gimple’s 
M3. I just have to wonder if the large 

white “L” indicates the driver is a 
“learner”. 

(right) The predecessor to the im-
mortal Sherman was the M3 Lee or 
Grant (depending on which side of 
the pond you were born on). It was 

an awkward but effective weapon 
upon introduction and aged out in 

Europe but soldiered on to the end of 
the war in less demanding theaters 

like Burma. Build by Jim Gimple.

(left) This 1:72 Grumman Wildcat 
was finished by Alan Welch who 
managed to shoehorn an Aires resin 
cockpit tub into place where it could 
not be seen by anyone without x-ray 
vision. Oh well. The aircraft rep-
resents an F4F-4 which remained 
on Guadalcanal much too long as 
evidenced by repaired battle damage 
and newer replacement parts.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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RANDOM MEETING SHOTS
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Mission: “Memorial Day”

Confessions of a Closet Modeler

By David Stiteler

J

May, the month of remembrance 
for all of those who served or is 
currently serving in the armed 
forces for this great country. Me-
morial Day, focuses on those that 
made the ultimate sacrifice for 
our country in all wars we have 
fought. To me, the true heroes are 
the ones that didn’t come home 
to their families, and should be 
remembered.

Memorial Day also for me was a 
time with my family that when my 
father was home, war movies were 
always on the agenda, not to glori-
fy war, but to be inspired to serve, 
and to get interested in modeling 
subjects and inspiration to build 
them. The movies were where I 
was introduced to the P-40 War-
hawk, the F4F Wildcat, the P-47 
Thunderbolt and the F6F Hellcat. 
As for ships, destroyers, cruis-
ers and aircraft carriers piqued 
my interest. Some of my favorite 
war movies were and still are; 12 
O’clock High, Fighter Squadron, 
Flying Leathernecks, 30 Seconds 
Over Tokyo, God Is My Co-Pilot 
and In Harms Way. Run Silent, 
Run Deep, The Enemy Below and 
Tora! Tora! Tora! can’t be left off of 
this list also. All of my inspirations 
come from these movies, as well 
as books, but mostly the movies.

These movies were great for the 
one liners as well, and some of 

them became life-long lessons 
for me. For instance, in the movie 
Fighter Squadron, when Major 
Harding bellies in his shot up 
P-47 back at his base, he tells the 
ground crews, “Notify the tax pay-
ers to get me another one!”. How 
could you NOT want to build a 
P-47 at this point? Especially with 
the 18 kill markings on the side. 

The movie In Harms Way with 
John Wayne, Kirk Douglas and 
Carroll O’Connor comes one of 
the all-time classic lines. Wayne 
is the cruiser captain, and his 
ship had just been torpedoed. 
He instructs the Executive Office, 
played by OConnor, to contact 
Pearl Harbor and notify them that 
they have taken two torpedoes, 
fill in their position. The Exec 
asks if they should break radio 
silence. Waynes classic response 
is this; “Burke, don’t you think the 
Japanese know where we are by 
now?”. You got to love it. That’s 
where I fell in love with Baltimore 
Class cruisers, and wanted to build 
one. And I did, the USS Pittsburgh, 
an off-scale Monogram model. 

My desire and inspiration for the 
F6F Hellcat came from the movie 
Flying Leathernecks, again with 
John Wayne and Robert Ryan. The 
Hellcat, the beefier and better big 
brother to the F4F Wildcat was just 
a cool killer of an airplane, and a 

great Zero killer. This movie pro-
duced the most meaningful line 
for my life, and I believe for most 
everyone as well. After a particu-
larly bad day and bad mission, 
Wayne, the squadron commander, 
gets the word that they need to 
prepare for another mission. He 
passes this on and the reception 
isn’t received well. His response 
is this; “Into each life a little rain 
must fall”. That’s a fact.

The movies, past and more recent, 
have always provided me the 
influence and inspiration for the 
subjects I one day wanted to and 
still want to build. But they also 
remind me of the history we have 
had in this country, and the many 
sacrifices so many made for our 
freedom and way of life. I was and 
still am very proud of my fam-
ily members that served in all the 
branches of the military through 
the years, and of my service in the 
Air Force. As for me, I miss it every 
day.

So, this Memorial Day weekend, 
please take a moment to remem-
ber those who served and those 
who didn’t make it home. And 
for all of us, please have a very 
safe, and enjoyable Memorial Day 
weekend. As I will, try to work on 
some plastic, too. See you all next 
month.                                        		
		           -David Stiteler
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PO Box 1411

Riverview, FL 33568-1411

Do you guys know 
that this discount 

is for readers of 
this publication 

only?
Hence the code: 

ECPM20.
That's for us, guys

http://www.ecpmod.com
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News from Region 12

Here is a listing of shows and 
contests in and around the North 
and South Carolina region. If you 
see an error please contact the 
editor.

May 30, 2026 - 9:00am to 4:00pm 
Smokey Mountain con.
IPMS Knoxville
Location
Knoxville Catholic High School (in 
the gymnasium)
9245 Fox Lonas Rd. NW
Knoxville, TN 37923 
Contest Chairperson's Michael 
Polin E-mail: knoxville@ipmsusa.org

JUNE
June 6th, 2026
Scott Con 
Century of Flight Hangar, Museum 
of Aviation, Warner Robins GA 
Event Address: 1942 Heritage 
Blvd Museum of Aviation 
Warner Robins, GA 31098 Bruce 
Radebaugh - bradebau@netzero.net

June 27th, 2026
Flo Town Model Show Down
Pee Dee Scale Modelers
9:00am to 7:00pm EDT
VFW post 3181 in Florence SC
Event Address:
236 S. Greer Rd
Florence, SC 29506 Dale Perdue 
Phone: 843-672-8033 E-mail: 
Dwperdue68@gmail.com

July 18, 2026
Region 12 Regional convention
Americana, R12 Regional Con 
Eastern Carolina Plastic Modelers 
9:00am to 5:00pm Havelock 
Tourist and Event Center
201 Tourist Center Drive
Havelock, NC 28532 Chairperson 

Alan Welch: 919-616-6782 
E-mail: info@alanwelch.us 
https://www.ecpmod.com/
downeast-con-2026.html
2026's R-12 Regional Con will be 
produced and hosted by Eastern 
Carolina Plastic Modelers to 
celebrate America's Inspiration 
and innovation. The theme will be 
iconic American developments, 
such as the Model T and the USS 
Nautilus, SSN-571. This con will 
happen at the Havelock Tourist 
and Event Center,  arguably one 
of the premier event locations in 
the state. This year we will also 
feature expanded Gundam and 
Meccha classes as well as our ever 
popular raffle and a grand line up 
of vendors. The Center will also 
provide onsite light fare for lunch 
at fair prices and there are two first 
class motels an easy stroll from the 
front door. Our past two events 
have also had active duty Marines 
on hand to aid vendors unload and 
pack back up at show's end. Our 
events have consistently receive 
excellent reviews and we're striving 
to make this one the best yet.

August
IPMS National Convention
FT Wayne IN. 
August 5, 2026 - 10:00am EDT to 
August 8, 2026 - 10:00pm EDT
Grand Wayne Convention Center
Event Address:
120 W. Jefferson Blvd.
Fort Wayne, IN 46802
John Figueroa - 2026_chair@
ipmsusa.org

September
September 19th, 2026
“Head to the Highland”

IPMS Appalachian Scale Modelers
Greenville TN Rec Center
456 Bernard ave.
Greenville TN 37743
Contact
Dave Newland
Email harlyutrac@comcast.net
423 2025550

September 26th, 2026 
IPMS Race City/Mooresville and 
FastTrax Hobbies Charles Mack 
Citizen Center in Mooresville. 
202 N Church St, Mooresville, 
NC 28115. Keith Reidman 
Chief120887@aol.com

September 26th, 2026
SCMA Charleston
Trident Technical College 7000 
Rivers Avenue
N. Charleston, SC 29406
- Braxton Usher braxtonusher@
bellsouth.net

November
November 21st, 2026
KIT Con
North Hills Hilton
3415 Wake Forest Rd Raleigh NC 
27609
-
RC R12 contact
Tim Kirkland
170 Kensington DR Apt 107
Spartanburg SC 29306
864-504-0745
kirklandmr6@aol.com
Face book IPMS Region 12.

“If you have a little bit of talent, it is 
God’s gift to you.”
“If you give some of that talent 
back it is your gift to Good.”

Region 12, (The Carolinas) Contest and shows in 2026

http://www.ecpmod.com
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Charlotte Scale Modelers
Meeting Times: 1st Friday of each 
month at 7:00pm at the Memorial 
United Methodist Church; 4012
Central Ave, Charlotte, 28105.
Contact Name:  Rodney Jacobs
Email: thepowerofrestoring@gmail.
com

Coastal Carolina Modelers
Association
Meeting times: 2nd Saturday of 
the month at 09:30 am, at the 
Summerville American Legion Post, 
105 Sumpter Ave., Summerville, SC
Contact Name: Dave Corvino
Email: dcorvino@sc.rr.com

Eagle Squadron 
General Meeting Times: 2nd Sunday 
at 1:00pm-3:00 pm at the American 
Cleveland Draft House, 1420 East 
Broad Street in Fuquay Varina & an 
Informal Build Night, Hangar 18 
Hobbies in Cary the last Wednesday 
of each month from 6pm-8pm.
Contact Name: Lee Griffin
Email: leegriffin@mindspring.
com
https://www.facebook.com/IPMS 
EagleSquadron

Eastern Carolina Plastic Modelers
Meeting Times: 3rd Saturday of the
month, 12:00 noon-2:00pm at the 
Bridgeton Methodist Church, 
Fellowship Hall
510 B Street, Bridgeton, NC 28519
Contact Name: Dennis Korn
Email: drkornnwp56@yahoo.com 

Gaston County Model Builders
Meeting Times: 4th Friday of the 
month 6:30 pm at Christ United 
Methodist Church, 3415 Union Rd 
Family Life Center,

Gastonia, NC
Contact Ron Chapman
Email: ronnychappy@gmail.com
Zoom meeting also available at same 
time, email to: Ron

George Preddy
Meeting Times: 1st Thursday of the 
month at 6:30pm. 
Sarah’s Kabob Shop- 5340 W. Market 
St. Greensboro, NC
Contact Name: William Workman
Email: stonehill123@peoplepc.com

Grand Strand Scale Modelers
Meeting times: 10:00am- 3rd 
Saturday at Horry County Memorial 
Library, Socastee Connector Road 
141, SC-707 Socastee, SC
Contact Name: Rick Reinhart
Email: b2flighttest@gmail.com

Fayetteville Scale Modelers Club 
Meeting Times: 2nd Saturday of 
each month, 1:30pm-3:30pm, at 
Hobbytown on Bragg Blvd. Build 
day is the last Sunday of the month 
at Hobbytown on Bragg blvd from 
12:30pm-3:30pm
Contact Name: Eric Engstrom
srericengstrom@aol.com

Mid Carolina Swamp Fox
Meeting Times: 3rd Wednesday 
of the month 6pm-8pm at the 
Lexington County Library 5440 
Augusta Rd, Lexington, SC
Contact Name: Hub Plott
Email: 
dlhpgamecocks@mindspring.com

Mooresville/Race City Modelers
Meeting Times: 3rd Sunday of the 
month, 2pm to 5pm, at Fast Trax 
Raceway & Hobby, 1-50 Ostwalt 
Amity Rd, Troutman, NC, 28166

Contact Name: Aaron Thomas
Email: blacknova1963@yahoo.
com
Phone: 336-244-5173

Pee Dee Scale Modelers
Meeting Info: Second Sunday of the 
month, 1:30 p.m., 
Dunkin’ Donuts, 
2210 West Lucas St., Florence, SC
Contact Name: Dale Perdue
E-Mail: dwperdue68@gmail.com

Piedmont Scale Modelers
Meeting Times: 2nd Saturday of 
the month at 10am-4pm at the 
Greenville Military History Center of 
the Carolinas at 14 Airport Road Ext. 
Greenville, SC
Contact Name: Doug Scott
Email: doug.scott70@gmail.com

Spartanburg Scale Modelers
Meeting times: 4th Saturday of the 
Month, 12pm-3pm; Spartanburg 
Memorial Airport; 500 Ammons Rd, 
Spartanburg, SC 29306
Contact Tim Kirkland
Email: kirklandmr6@aol.com

Winston-Salem
Meeting Times: 3rd Thursday of 
each month at 7PM; Southfork 
Community Center 4403 Country 
Club Road Winston-Salem, NC
Contact Name : Will Pecoul
Email:  wpecoul@gmail.com

Region 12 Coordinator
Tim Kirkland
170 Kensington dr #107
Spartanburg, SC 29306
Phone 864 504 0745
Email: kirklandmr6@aol.com

Contact & meeting information on regional IPMS model building groups. This will give 
you the opportunity to contact or visit other IPMS chapters in Region 12.

(continued on next page)

Region 12 Listing
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The following clubs are non-IPMS 
groups but are included as a 
courtesy:
Carolina Maritime Model Society
Meeting time/date TBA at the North 
Carolina Maritime Museum, 315 
Front St., Beaufort, NC, and  the mu-
seum is a great meeting space. 
https://www.facebook.com/
CMMSNC/

Jacksonville NC Plastic Modelers
Meeting times: 1 pm every second 
Sunday at The Hobby Chest, 345 
Western Blvd, Jacksonville, NC. The 
Hobby Chest carries a great selec-
tion of hobby kits and supplies and 
is a grand center for tabletop gaming 
activities. https://www.facebook.
com/groups/1319666224752922

New Bern Maritime Modelers Guild.
Meeting location: 12 noon the sec-
ond Saturday of each month at 604 
Guion St., New Bern, N. For up to 
date info on their meetings: https://
www.facebook.com/nbmmgnc 

Wilmington, NC Plastic Modelers 
meeting times: 2pm-4:30pm 
the 1st Saturday of each month. 
Meetings are held at the New 
Hanover County Public Library, 
Osprey room, 3802 S. College 
Rd.https://www.facebook.com/
groups/117277425006833

This is the best up to date info we 
have on the scale model clubs in our 
region. Should you find an error or 
omission please contact the editor of 
this publication. J

Region 12 Chapters
(continued from previous page)

Editor’s Notes:

Greetings chapter members, 

Well, here we are, six weeks out from 
our regional and I am starting to 
get worked up . . . in a good way I 
mean. We now have a waiting list for 
vendor table space and models are 
being registered online through our 
chapter website. 

See you at the con, folks.

Here’s a delightful website to visit 
if you have a little time for distrac-
tions:

https://airandspace.si.edu/50-
years/50-artifacts-every-state

The Smithsonian Air and Space 
Museum is celebrating its 50th anni-
versary. They’ve put together a map 
of artifact origins and connections. 
Each day they are populating the 
map further. In the end, every US 
state and territory will have some-
thing aerospace associated with it. 
It’s fun to see which artifacts match 
with which places.

On another subject, due to family 
issues I will not be able to attend 
next month’s meeting. I hate to miss 
a group build but things are as they 
are Fortunately, our Vice-President, 
David Mohr, will be running the 
show and I’m sure things will be fine.

So, be good and behave yourselves.

Don’t make me stop this car. J
-Editor

The next meeting will be Saturday, June 20, 2026, 1200 pm until 2:00 pm at the 
Bridgeton Methodist Church, 510 B Street, Bridgeton, NC. It will be a GROUP BUILD! 

Bring new builds, WIPs and tools. Check your email, our facebook page, and website 
for changes in time and/or date.

Isn’t it time you joined IPMS? http://www.ipmsusa3.org/uploads/ipms_application_form_2019.pdf

When in Jacksonville 
experience a REAL 
hobby shop again.

NEW SUMMER HOURS!
Models, Radio Control, Airsoft, 
Board Games, Trading Cards, 

Collectibles, Warhammer!

Wed.-Thurs. 11:00am-7:00pm
Fri. Sat. 11:00am - 9:00pm

Sunday: 12:00 Noon - 6:00pm
345-A Western Blvd.

Jacksonville, NC 28546
910-353-4473

info@hobbychest.com
since 1992
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