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Meeting Debriefing
ECPM MEETING MINUTES    De-
cember 13, 2025

The December business agenda 
began at noon with 16 members in 
attendance. Signing onto the atten-
dance sheet were Alan Welch, Sean 
Donelly, Louis LaPlante, Robert 
Brackin, Jim Harriett, Jim Gimple, 
Chris Gimple, Rodney Huyett, Me-
lissa Huyett, Jim Smith, Dale Han-
sen, David and Karen Mohr, Gary 
Mitchell and William Lumbattes. 
President Alan Welch called the 
meeting to order and the following 
items were presented and discussed:

All scheduled business agenda 
items were deferred to prioritize the 
Christmas party. Attendees unani-
mously agreed to commence the 
event by enjoying the diverse array 
of dishes provided by members. The 
selection included offerings such as 
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apple pie and chef ’s pasta salad. All 
contributions were well-received, 
and participants expressed their 
enjoyment of the occasion.

After everyone finished eating, we 
started the White Elephant gift 
exchange. The Tamiya 1/48 aircraft 
two-pack was especially popular and 
stolen three times. Other gifts in-
cluded modeling tools, Gundam kits, 
and car kits. David Mohr did a great 
job as MC for the gift exchange.

Once the Gift Exchange was com-
plete, we moved onto the Display 
Case. There was an impressive selec-
tion of models including a beautiful 
Ford Thunderbird (by Alan Welch) 
in a lighted display case. William 
Lubattis showed off a pair of Meng 
combat vehicles, a cool Gundam by 
Louis LaPlante and Rodney Huyett. 
Jim Smith had a Dodge Charger, in 
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(above) After our Holiday Bash and food extravaganza I am of the mind 
that we should start refering to ourselves as a cooking chapter with a plastic 
scale model problem.

by Gary Mitchell
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addition to a neat Pickup he custom-
ized to look like his real Dodge p/u, 
and a Salvino’s race car. William 
Recce had his completed pink Spit-
fire and Gary Mitchell showed his 
BWM R1250 GS and a cool DUKW 
Amphibious truck. 

Following the show and tell seg-
ment, Alan W. sprung a nice surprise 

Meeting Debriefing
(continued from page 1) on the group when he passed out 

very nice ceramic coasters with our 
Americana logo applied in color. 
Alan had originally sparked the 
idea which Melissa Huyett picked 
up and ran with. Alan was going to 
cover the cost but the Huyetts, in a 
grand act of graciousness, asked that 
the cost be donated to the chapter. 
Thanks guys, all is certainly much 
appreciated.

This brought us right up till almost 
2:00 pm and it was time for clean-
up. That put another great ECPM 
Christmas pot-luck in the books. 

While we did miss those who could 
not attend the meeting,, everyone in 
attendance had a great time. Great 
food and fellowship, what better way 
to spend a Saturday afternoon in 
December. J  				    	

			   -Gary Mitchell

Wishing all 
a VERY
Merry
Christmas
and an
extremely
Happy 
New
Year!
(with lots of new plastic)

http://www.ecpmod.com
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The Dornier Do 215 was a German 
built light bomber, aerial 
reconnaissance aircraft and a night 
fighter, produced by Dornier 
originally for export. Most 215’s 
served with the Luftwaffe, however. 
Like its predecessor, the Dornier Do 
17, it inherited the title "The Flying 
Pencil" because of its slim fuselage. 
This ICM kit represents the Do-215 
B-4 in Hungarian service in 1942. 
The kit consists of 205 parts and 
includes two highly detailed DB 
601A engines.

Inspection of the trees indicates that 
the parts are very cleanly molded 
with only the occasional sink mark 
to fill in. The transparency of the 
clear parts is exceptional. I knew 
after seeing these that I needed to 
upgrade the interior with the Eduard 
interior photo-etch set. Although the 
kit interior is fine, the Eduard add-on 
really makes it shine!

The instructions are for the most part 
clearly illustrated making correct 
placement of parts easy (mostly). 

(continued on page 4)

Building the ICM Dornier Do-215Building the ICM Dornier Do-215
by Lee Rouse

A build and 
review article 
on ICM's new 
1/48 scale 
Do-215 by 
Lee Rouse

http://www.ecpmod.com
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When you are not sure, of course test 
and retest the fit. I also found some 
Youtube builds which were helpful 
when I had questions.

I primed the interior parts with 
Stynylrez gray primer. This is such 
a close match to RLM66 I decided 
to leave the Stynylrez as the interior 
color. Weathering was done with 
Flory black wash. This stuff is 
great. You just brush it on liberally, 
wait for it to dry and then wipe 
away the excess with a damp cloth 
or dampened brush. As already 
mentioned, I used the Eduard 
Interior Photo-etch set FE691, which 
is specifically for this model. I highly 
recommend it. It adds a lot to the 
detail and color to the interior, and 
is easily visible through the crystal 
clear glazings. I also used the Eduard 
Canopy Masking Kit EX434. This 
was a huge time saver and all of 
masking pieces fit precisely. After 
all the clear parts were masked, I 
attached them to the fuselage using 
Clear UV Cure Resin Epoxy. Overall, 
this epoxy works very well. Keep 
in mind that the bond it creates is 
not as strong as if you were using 
cyanoacrylate or liquid modeling 
glue.  The kit provides options for 
having the bomb bay doors open 
or closed. I chose to keep them 
open and added the bomb racks, 
bombs, and fuel tank according to 
instructions.

On to the exterior. I painted wheel 
wells and bomb bay Vallejo Model 
Air RLM 02. I first airbrushed 
Tamiya NATO Black along panel 
lines and airbrushed small squiggles 
within panel lines for preshading. 

The underside of the aircraft was 
painted Vallejo Model Air RLM 65. 
Mottling along the underside of the 
fuselage and sides of the landing gear 
nacelles was achieved by airbrushing 
RLM70 through several different 
photo-etch mottling masks. The 

(continued from page 3)

(continued on page 5)

Dornier Do-215

upper surfaces were painted Vallejo 
RLM71. Next, tape masking was 
applied and RLM70 was airbrushed 
for the darker parts of the splinter 
pattern. Post shading was done using 
a highly thinned, darkened version 
of the original color spraying along 
panel lines. 

Future Floor wax airbrushed and 
after that was dry, all decals were 
applied. I'm embarrassed to say 
that I lost the original decal sheet 

instructions and can't remember the 
name of the company (these were not 
the kit decals). The decals provided 
two schemes for Hungarian night 
fighter aircraft. They were beautifully 
printed, applied easily and nestled 
down into the panel lines. The only 
exception was the decals for the 
national flag colors which were 
applied to the horizontal stabilizer 
as well as the vertical tail fins. 

http://www.ecpmod.com
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These would not settle down to my 
satisfaction and I ended up carefully 
sanding them off and masking and 
airbrushing the appropriate colors. 
Another overall coat of future Floor 
Wax was airbrushed. Weathering 
was applied using a variety of 
products, including the Flory model 
wash, pastel chalks, water color 
pencils and Tamiya panel line wash 
(the latter was a little to dark for 
my taste). Finally, a coat of VMS 
Flat Clear was airbrushed over the 
exterior of the model. 

The next thing I did was to add the 
wheel landing gear assemblies into 
each wing nacelle. The instructions 
call for these to be added earlier in 
construction. However, I chose to 
save them for later so that the wheel 
wells could be easily masked for 
painting the aircraft underside. 

I saved the delicate parts, including 
the machine guns and antenna 
rigging for last. The MG-15 machine 
guns each consist of three parts 
which I had previously glued 
together. I scratched my head for a 
while trying to figure out how to put 
the machine gun barrels through 
the small openings in the canopy 
and other clear parts. The problem 
was that the holes were too small 
to allow the gun barrels with their 
molded-in gunsights to go through. 
So I decided to separate the barrels 
from the main part of the gun. The 
body of each machine gun was glued 
to the interior of the clear part before 
the clear parts were attached to 
the fuselage. Then the barrels were 
inserted through the holes from the 
outside and glued into place. The 
only real disaster I experienced was 
losing two of these tiny little barrels. 
I ended up ordering replacement 
barrels from an outfit in Australia. 
They cost me a pretty penny but look 
pretty good on the finished model. 

(continued from page 4)
Dornier Do-215

(continued on page 6)
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Once the pitot tube, antenna masts 
and rigging were attached (I used EZ 
Line), the model was finished.

This project took me about five 
months to complete. It was an 
unhurried project, and I took my 
time. I enjoyed it a lot and would be 
interested in building some of the 
other aircraft in ICM’s line of 1/48th 
aircraft. J

-Lee Rouse

(continued from page 5)
Dornier Do-215

http://www.ecpmod.com
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What are you doing on a Tuesday 
night from 7:00-9:00pm? Do you find 
it difficult to put any time into your 
model building? Is hard to squeeze 
just a few moments time at the bench 
when life is coming at you from 
every direction? The answer is easy 
my friend. Join a group of your fellow 
modelers on Tuesday night for an on-
line building session that guarantees 
you will have two solid hours of 
model building time while also 
getting the latest news on modeling 
tips, new releases, and more tall tales 
than you hear in any tavern you care 
to visit.

But, what do we call this 
amalgamation of model builders 
that spend their time encouraging 
their compatriots to build better? 

The idea was to start with the initials 
TNT since we are a powerful group 
. . . able to make plastic scrap out of 
anything the kit manufacturers can 
throw at us. So, consideration was 
given to Tuesday Night Thingamajig 
. . . since the definition is “something 
that is hard to classify or whose name 
is unknown or forgotten.” This group 
is definitely hard to classify, but that 
just doesn’t quite fit the bill.

How about Tuesday Night 
Tomfoolery? Some people think what 
we do certainly meets the definition 
of “foolish, trifling or nonsense,” but 
we know what we do is a skill-based 
activity that others may find hard to 
appreciate, but then they just don’t 
get it. Consideration could be given 
to Tuesday Night Touched since we 

Tuesday Night TakeoffTuesday Night Takeoff

are obviously “emotionally stirred” 
by our models and can be considered 
“slightly unbalanced” by many 
civilians who wonder what grown 
man are doing building little models.

So, without consulting the powers 
to be . . . which means they could 
definitely come up with a better 
idea . . . I give you Tuesday Night 
Takeoff . . . a group of modelers who 
by definition, “copy from an original 
and make a likeness of” when we 
put our pieces of plastic, resin, brass, 
paper, etc. together. And what better 
time to take on that endeavor than 
on a Tuesday night with a like-
minded group that will give you their 
full support and only harass you in a 
gentle manner. J

-Dennis Korn

by Dennis Korn

http://www.ecpmod.com
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(continued from page 6)

09/16/2023
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OPERATION TIN CAN 
update
Steve Kasza reports that we have 65 of 77 subjects 
sponsored, 8 of them are completed, and another 10 
in progress. Steve s making good progress and hopes 
to accompany the completed collection to Beneedita 
Portugal to be on display in the Museum. This will be 
every piece of armor the Portugese Army has ever used.

(above right) M730 Chaparral

(center right) V-150 Armored Car

(lower right) L118 105m Howitzer

(below) M-55 Machine gun trailer mount

http://www.ecpmod.com
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-by Robert Bracken
photos by James Runyon

On 22 October my brother and I 
drove to the Kit Con Show at the
Hilton North Hills hotel in Raleigh, 
NC. It turned out to be a
beautiful day. Upon arriving, I 
immediately registered a model I
had for the contest. I had no issues. 
Registration went smoothly;
the crew there was very helpful. 

I brought my model to the display
area and was amazed by the 
competition. Everyone brought their 
"A game". I was very impressed with 
all the displays. There was a
little bit of everything. Beautiful 

K IT- CON 2025

shining cars, Planes, Figures
historical and fantasy, and dioramas. 

There were two other room areas 
where vendors had their displays. 
And speaking of the vendors, they 
brought a little bit off everything; 
there was even a vendor who was 
selling puppets! There was quite a 
number of Resin and 3-D printed 
kits being sold and I saw a lot of 
nostalgia kits also on sale. 

It was a fun day and the people 
who were awarded medals in 
the show really deserved them. 

Congratulations to Kit Con for an 
outstanding show.

The only complaints/concerns I had 
was with the Hilton Hotel. I felt the 
rooms where they had the show were 
small, especially where the models 
were presented. I moved around in 
a wheelchair and space was kind 
of tight maneuvering around. In 
addition, I was surprised that it 
being a Saturday afternoon that their 
cafeteria and Bar area were closed. I 
think these would have enriched the 
experience for all. J

- Robert Brackin

http://www.ecpmod.com
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(right) William Reece showing off a new purchase at, of all places, 
Walmart! This 1934 Ford coupe goes for $19.95 along with a decent 
selection of other automotive kits!

(below) The collection of gifts for the white elephant exchange grows 
rapidly.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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(above) Rodney’s EXM-A9h Spinaa-
tio knight type by BANDAI in 1/144 
scale. This was a 2 day build and en-
joyable for Rodney. Kit consists of 8 
sprues and a sheet of stickers. Highly 
recommended.

(above) BANDAI’s eEXM-40 IG-
LIHT 02 also in 1/144 by Rodney 
Huyett. This is simpler, 3 sprues and 
a one day build. A good starter kit 
but one which will still give fun and 
pride of ownership.

(above) And eEXM-9 BASKY ROT-
TO another BANDAI 1/144 scale 
Gundam. This is a one day build 
and all are designed to have inter-
changeable parts so mix and match 
is a very viable part of these builds. 
Great builds and info, Rodney.

Rodney Huyett arranges his builds 
at the end of the display table. 
Rodney was as prolific as ever with 
three Gundam builds finished.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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Gary Mitchell, webmaster and secretary for the 
chapter, brought in a rare build,  a 1/35 scale  Ital-
eri kit of a US Army amphibious truck, commonly 
known as the DUKW. Gary said it was an enjoyable 
and well fitting build. Good job, Gary.

(below) The show and 
tell table, somewhat 
sparse the reason being 
shown on page 20 but 
still a fine selection.

(again below) William 
Reece’s 1/72 Airfix Spitfire 
IXc photo recon. This was 
started for our “Pink Build” 
back in October and final-
ized this month. More info 
on following pages.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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(above and below) The legendary Spit PR IXc by William Reece again. This Airfix 1/72 build was well worth the wait. 
William added details include the camera port behind the cockpit and lovely weathering and detail shown well against 
the PRU pink used by these daring low level recon birds.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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William Lumbatis brought in a 
great pair of 1/72 fighting vehicles. 
Here is the Bradley with full BUSK 
additional armor and beautiful 
detailing on the paint treatment. 
He added small bases for both.

And here is Will’s M1A2 Abrams 
with TUSK added armor. Both are 
MENG kits and both are excellent 
high quality enjoyable builds. Very 
nice job on both, William. Addi-
tional photo on page 19

(below) AMT’s 1957 Ford T-Bird was given a work over by Alan Welch for his 
loving wife, Kate. He found out this was her favorite car and she had always 
wanted a red car . . . so one thing led to another and here we are. Nice case 
with lighting by Mould King shows it off perfectly.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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(left and below) Jim Smith brought in this Matt 
Hirschman asphalt race car and it is a great fitting kit 
and a real show stopper when complete.

(above and right) #60 is a 
Salvino 1/25 scale injected 
kit painted with Tamiya 
laquers with an engine 
wired with #30 wrapping 
wire.

(left and below) In addition, Jim Smith also brought in his 2021 
Dodge Charger RT. Jim used a Tamiya Metallic Orange paint and 
did his usual detailing routine. Nice work Jim.

http://www.ecpmod.com


(below) And finally, Jim 
Smith brought in this 1966 
Dodge Ram Pickup. It’s 
originally a Revell short 
bed kit but Jim wanted to 
replicate his actual truck 
sitting in his garage. This 
involved buying second kit 
and some slicing and dic-
ing and splicing together.

(left) Gary Mitchell also 
showed his 1/9 scale BMW 
1200GS, another MENG 
kit. This kit is so good it’s 
almost a snap together, but 
did require just a little glu-
ing in a few places. Gary 
gives it a very high rating 
and the results speak for 
itself. 

The luggage rack is an ad-
ditional store bought piece, 
it does not come with the 
kit. 
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(left) I could not resist 
one more shot of William 
Lumbatis’ Abarms. I love 
the green tinted bullet 
proof glass for open hatch 
engagements. 

Will believes the vertical 
aerial type things are not 
comm aerials but some 
kind of counters for IEDs. 
But he is sure all that extra 
armor has a big effect on 
fuel consumption and 
hence, operational range.

(right) And finally, Louis 
LaPlante moved up from 
his wargame scales with 
this 1/100 scale BANDAI 
RX_178 Mk-2. He has 
used Gundam model pens, 
which he likes a lot,  and 
picked out further panel 
line details. This model is 
fully pose-able and is quite 
impressive.
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THE FOOD!THE FOOD!

AND THEN, OF COURSE, AND THEN, OF COURSE, 
THERE WAS . . .THERE WAS . . .  

http://www.ecpmod.com
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RANDOM MEETING SHOTS
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Mission: “Christmas Carol”

Confessions of a Closet Modeler

By David Stiteler

‘Tis the season, they say, which 
starts the week of Thanksgiving 
and runs through to the weekend 
after New Years. At least for our 
family, that is. That’s when the 
pressure and stress ramps up with 
all the Christmas shopping, on-line 
and in the stores; the practices and 
rehearsals for the production of The 
Messiah with the Craven County 
Choir and the winter concert with 
the community concert band and 
the annual Christmas Cantata at 
church. 

Somewhere with this hefty 
schedule I was trying to fit in an 
hour to paint something, or thirty 
minutes to glue something together 
for my own peace of mind and 
sanity. Oh yes, we can’t forget the 
family that is scattered from one 
end of this country to the other, 
from Michigan to Virginia to South 
Carolina. How is it that I seem 
to be the one that gets to do all 
of the traveling for the holidays? 
Sometimes the weather cooperates, 
and sometimes it doesn’t, like this 
season as we have seen. Just added 
more stress to the holiday season.

That’s when Mother Nature 
decided to step in. As a side-bar: 
all fighter pilots in training for 
combat will hear a radio call when 
the engagements are over: “Knock-
It-Off!”. Well, Mother
 Nature called an audible: Knock-
It-Off.

It started with a low-grade fever, 
then I lost my voice and to top 

it off, a chest congestion for the 
ages and I got very lethargic. The 
weekend of the model club’s 
Christmas party I don’t even 
remember, because I couldn’t 
stay awake long enough to know 
what day it was. No amount of hot 
totties or Ibuprofen or whatever 
other meds I was shoving in my 
face was making a difference. I 
was grounded- a forced time-out. 
It was, of course, bad timing. Oh 
well.

During my forced down time, I 
started to reflect on a much simpler 
time during the holiday seasons, 
which most would say was in our 
youth. I was remembering all of 
those times when life was easier, 
and all was well. I remembered 
waiting for the much-anticipated 
radio-gram each Christmas Eve that 
my father’s friend would deliver to 
us from him, wishing us a Merry 
Christmas, that he missed us and 
would be home soon from the 
sea. I remembered the presents, 
knowing that at least one of them 
would be a model for me to build 
with him when he returned. It 
wasn’t every Christmas that he 
was gone, but those that he was 
seemed to have a different, special 
feel to them.

Every Christmas Eve we watched 
my favorite Christmas movie; A 
Christmas Carol. The original, with 
Reginald Owen, in my opinion is 
the best. This is one family tradition 
that we still hold today with my 
family. It didn’t matter if my father 

was home or not, and then, if I 
was home or not. I have found 
as I got older that Dickens was 
trying to pass on a message to me, 
as well as the rest of the world. I 
know, unfortunately, I need to be 
reminded of this message each 
holiday season. That’s why that 
movie holds a very special place in 
my life.

I don’t know about all of you, but 
I do know that I need to try to 
replace the stress of the season 
with the message Dickens was 
trying to tell us in A Christmas 
Carol. There is a reason for the 
season, and I shouldn’t have to 
be reminded of that each year. 
We saw that this past fall with the 
great folks who participated in the 
Make-And-Take with those kids, 
who got the chance to experience 
something fresh and new, and safe. 
The mentorship and time put in 
by those folks speaks volumes on 
what the reason for the season truly 
is, and has the potential to last the 
entire year.

I’m beginning to feel better now, 
but still have a ways to go. I still 
don’t have a voice yet, much to my 
wife’s pleasure. But I do want to 
pass this on to all of you:

From my family to all of yours, 
have a very Merry Christmas, and a 
safe and Happy New Year!

As Tiny Tim would say, “God Bless 
Us Everyone!”. J

- David Stitler

http://www.ecpmod.com
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PO Box 1411

Riverview, FL 33568-1411

DEC 2026 RAFFLE UPDATE – 
As of this month a total of 125 
model kits have been donated for 
the DownEastCon 2026 Raffle.

I am now closing in on the goal 
of 150 kits that will be raffled at 
two separate sessions during the 
day, similar to the 2024 contest. I 
am accepting donations at every 

monthly meeting and am looking 
for kits in “like new” condition. 
While factory sealed is preferred, 
I will take open box kits as long as 
they are complete, have not been 
started and have usable decals. 

All types of kits are accepted, 
however to date I have not gotten 
very many automotive or non-

military kits so are looking for 
more of these. 

The next time you are looking 
through your stash, see if there 
isn’t a kit or two that you know will 
probably not build and which could 
bring someone else joy as a prize. J

- David Mohr

http://www.ecpmod.com


   Page 24 Eastern Carolina Plastic Modelers is a chartered IPMS Chapter based in New Bern, NC www.ecpmod.com

News from Region 12
Mission and Goals IPMS USA
We, a group of individuals united 
by a common bond of mutual 
interest, do hereby establish a non-
profit association of plastic 
modelers with the purposes and 
objectives set forth herein.
A. To encourage interest in scale 
modeling and assist interested 
organizations and groups.
B. To ensure the timely exchange 
of modeling information and to 
provide information, data, and 
other assistance to members and
chapters.
C. To provide for the members 
interests by keeping them informed 
of new products and services.
D. To establish and maintain liaison 
with manufacturers of products 
associated with the modeling 
hobby where possible.
E. To establish and maintain liaison 
with foreign IPMS branches.

Dates For Events
We in IPMS USA Region 12 have 
for many years have a gentleman’s 
agreement not to put Contest/Event 
on the same date or one week after 
a IPMS Event in that Region or 200 
miles apart. The agreement was 2 
weeks, 200 mile minimum. That 
certainly applies to our Region and 
R2 and R3. I have the backing of 
our DLC any Chapter that violates 
this 2-week 200 miles policy 
without any consultation then I do 
not have to approve of this event.
Any Chapter can do what they 
want just at their own risk. Yes, 
they are circumstances in which 
we can do events a week apart, 
however if the first come first
Chapter strongly disagrees then I 
can deny approval for the second 
event.

We want Chapters from stepping 
on someone’s toes. We have only 

so many Saturdays in the year 
When your Chapter starts talking 
about doing a show our Chapters 
need to let me know asap not right 
after the Chapters signed a contract 
and publish flyers they can’t get 
out of. I need a few days to check 
IPMS and Independents events. 
Thank you.

From The Director of Chapters
It has come to my attention that 
one of our RCs had an issue with a 
chapter regarding a show date the
chapter wanted for its event. I want 
to remind the RCs that chapters 
need to run their show dates by 
you for approval before the
chapter can publicize their event. 
This is to prevent any conflict in 
show dates within your respective
Region and any in adjourning 
Regions. Also, I need the RC's 
approval before I can let the
events listing go live on ipmsusa.
org.

There should be a contest form 
that chapters can fill out for this 
purpose. This document does not 
yet exist but will be created in the 
interim. Any input you may have 
on this matter will be appreciated. 

Thank you for your attention to this 
matter.
Robert S. (Bob) Delaney
IPMS/USA Director of Local 
Chapters
IPMS/USA Home Page | By 
Modelers... For
Modelers (ipmsusa.org)

Region News and updates.
The Carolina Connection
Newsletter of “ The Carolinas”
Region 12 International Plastic 
Modelers Society USA Braches
Established 2022 Volume 3 
Number 7 October 2025

Please remember there are things 
I cant fix! Web site issues! And 
Memberships cards, checks
clearing! And things outside the 
region, and decisions by the 
EBoard.
 
MY Goals for the Fall
I would like to see. Better 
communication from you the 
chapters back to me and to the 
DLC. This needs to improve.
That members get a copy of 
this newsletter through Chapter 
Contacts. 

http://www.ecpmod.com
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AMPS 2026 is set for 16-18 April 
2026 at the Century Center, 120 
Doctor M.L.K. Jr Blvd in South 
Bend, IN, 46601.

The theme for AMPS 2026 is 
Vietnam.  A full definition has been 
posted on the show page.

Pre-registration starts on 1 January 
2026 and will go through 12 April 
2026. You can pre-register through 
the AMPS Home page by clicking 
on the "Register" menu when pre-
registration is active.

Note that, like last year, we will not 
be accepting hand-written entry 
forms.  If you don't pre-register you 
will need to register via one of two 
laptops on site. To avoid standing 
in line to register on site, we highly 
recommend you pre-register.  You 

don't need to know which models 
you are bringing when you pre-
register - you can add these to your 
registration and print out your forms 
up to the day of the show.

Hotel registration information, with 
links, etc, for this event can be found 
on the AMPS Home page on the 
AMPS website.

The show hotel is the Doubletree 
by Hilton, which is located across 
the street from the Century Center.   
We’ve arranged a great rate of $149 
per night, with a discounted parking 
rate of $5 per night (otherwise $15 
a night). The special rate is good for 
bookings between April 14, 2026 and 
April 18, 2026.  To book and take 
advantage of this special rate, please 
use the link below.  This is the only 
show hotel this year.

https://www.hilton.com/en/
book/reservation/deeplink/?cty
hocn=SBNSBDT&groupCode=
CDT92G&arrivaldate=2026-04-
14&departuredate=2026-04-18&ci
d=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,Di
rectLink&fromId=HILTONLINK
DIRECT

You can also book by calling 
the hotel at 574-234-2000 and 
mentioning group code CDT92G. 
J	  				  
   - John Ratzenberger

AMPS SitRep

http://www.ecpmod.com
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IPMS R 12 RegionalIPMS R 12 Regional
July 18, 2026July 18, 2026

Havelock Tourist and Havelock Tourist and 
Event CenterEvent Center

http://www.ecpmod.com
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Charlotte Scale Modelers
Meeting Times: 1st Friday of each 
month at 7:00pm at the Memorial 
United Methodist Church; 4012
Central Ave, Charlotte, 28105.
Contact Name: Joel Robinson 
Email: jrobinsonusaf@aol.com
charlotte_scale_modelers@ipmsusa.org
www.charlottescalemodelers.com

Coastal Carolina Modelers
Association
Meeting times: 2nd Saturday of 
the month at 09:30 am, at the 
Summerville American Legion Post, 
105 Sumpter Ave., Summerville, SC
Contact Name: Dave Corvino
Email: dcorvino@sc.rr.com
E-mail: 
coastal_carolina@ipmsusa.org

Eagle Squadron 
General Meeting Times: 2nd Sunday 
at 1:00pm-3:00 pm at the American 
Cleveland Draft House, 1420 East 
Broad Street in Fuquay Varina & an 
Informal Build Night, Hangar 18 
Hobbies in Cary the last Wednesday 
of each month from 6pm-8pm.
Contact Name: Lee Griffin
Email: eagle_squadron@ipmsusa.org
https://www.facebook.com/IPMS 
EagleSquadron

Eastern Carolina Plastic Modelers
Meeting Times: 3rd Saturday of the
month, 12:00 noon-2:00pm at the 
Bridgeton Methodist Church, 
Fellowship Hall
510 B Street, Bridgeton, NC 28519
Contact Name: Dennis Korn
Email: drkornnwp56@yahoo.com 
eastern_carolina@ipmsusa.org

Gamecocks
Meeting times: 2nd Sunday of the 
month at 3pm-5pm, at 
Sumter County Airport, 

Sumter, South Carolina 
Contact Name: Wes Macon
Email: awmacon@yahoo.com
gamecocks@ipmsusa.org

Gaston County Model Builders
Meeting Times: 4th Friday of the 
month 6:30 pm at Christ United 
Methodist Church, 3415 Union Rd 
Family Life Center,
Gastonia, NC
Contact Name: Pending
Email: Pending
gaston_county@ipmsusa.org
Zoom meeting also available at same 
time, email to: Pending

George Preddy
Meeting Times: 1st Thursday of the 
month at 6:30pm. 
Sarah’s Kabob Shop- 5340 W. Market 
St. Greensboro, NC
Contact Name: William Workman
Email: stonehill123@peoplepc.com
george_preddy@ipmsusa.org

Grand Strand Scale Modelers
Meeting times: 10:00am- 3rd 
Saturday at Horry County Memorial 
Library, Socastee Connector Road 
141, SC-707 Socastee, SC
Contact Name: Rick Reinhart
Email: gssmpres@gmail.com
Email: grand_strand_scale_
modelers@ipmsusa.org

Fayetteville Scale Modelers Club 
Meeting Times: 2nd Saturday of 
each month, 1:30pm-3:30pm, at 
Hobbytown on Bragg BLVD. Build 
day is the last Sunday of the month 
at Hobbytown on Bragg blvd from 
12:30pm-3:30pm
Contact Name: Eric Engstrom
srericengstrom@aol.com

Mid Carolina Swamp Fox
Meeting Times: 3rd Wednesday 
of the month 6pm-8pm at the 
Lexington County Library 5440 
Augusta Rd, Lexington, SC
Contact Name: Hub Plott
Email: 

dlhpgamecocks@mindspring.com
Email: mid_carolina_swamp_fox@
ipmsusa.org

Mooresville/Race City Modelers
Meeting Times: 3rd Sunday of the 
month, 2pm to 5pm, at Fast Trax 
Raceway & Hobby, 1-50 Ostwalt 
Amity Rd, Troutman, NC, 28166
Contact Name: Dave Sciano
Email: mlbdave@yahoo. Com
Phone:336-244-5173
ipms_mooresvillerace_city_
modelers@ipmsusa.org

Pee Dee Scale Modelers
Meeting Info: Second Sunday of the 
month, 1:30 p.m., 
Dunkin’ Donuts, 
2210 West Lucas St., Florence, SC
Contact Name: Dale Perdue
E-Mail: dwperdue68@gmail.com

Piedmont Scale Modelers
Meeting Times: 2nd Saturday of 
the month at 10am-4pm at the 
Greenville Military History Center of 
the Carolinas at 14 Airport Road Ext. 
Greenville, SC
Contact Name: Dennis White
Email: sunjester1967@gmail.com
piedmont_scale_modelers@ipmsusa.org

Spartanburg Scale Modelers
Meeting times: 4th Saturday of the 
Month, 12pm-3pm; Spartanburg 
Memorial Airport; 500 Ammons Rd, 
Spartanburg, SC 29306
Contact Tim Kirkland
Email: kirklandmr6@aol.com

Winston-Salem
Meeting Times: 3rd Thursday of 
each month at 7PM; Southfork 
Community Center 4403 Country 
Club Road Winston-Salem, NC
Contact Name : Will Pecoul
Email:  wpecoul@gmail.com
winston-salem@ipmsusa.org

Region 12 Coordinator
Tim Kirkland
170 Kensington dr #107
Spartanburg, SC 29306
Phone 864 504 0745
Email: kirklandmr6@aol.com

Contact & meeting information 
on regional IPMS model building 
groups. This will give you the oppor-
tunity to visit other IPMS chapters.

(continued on next page)
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The following clubs are non-IPMS 
groups but are included as a 
courtesy:
Carolina Maritime Model Society
Meeting time/date TBA at the North 
Carolina Maritime Museum, 315 
Front St., Beaufort, NC, and  the mu-
seum is a great meeting space. 
https://www.facebook.com/
CMMSNC/

Jacksonville NC Plastic Modelers
Meeting times: 1 pm every second 
Sunday at The Hobby Chest, 345 
Western Blvd, Jacksonville, NC. The 
Hobby Chest carries a great selec-
tion of hobby kits and supplies and 
is a grand center for tabletop gaming 
activities. https://www.facebook.
com/groups/1319666224752922

New Bern Maritime Modelers Guild.
Meeting location: 12 noon the sec-
ond Saturday of each month at 604 
Guion St., New Bern, N. For up to 
date info on their meetings: https://
www.facebook.com/nbmmgnc 

Wilmington, NC Plastic Modelers 
meeting times: 2pm-4:30pm 
the 1st Saturday of each month. 
Meetings are held at the New 
Hanover County Public Library, 
Osprey room, 3802 S. College 
Rd.https://www.facebook.com/
groups/117277425006833

This is the best up to date info we 
have on the scale model clubs in our 
region. Should you find an error or 
omission please contact the editor of 
this publication. J

Region 12 Chapters
(continued from previous page)

Editor’s Notes:

Greetings chapter members,

So here we are at the closing of the 
year. And it’s been a good year for 
us. We’ve had a dozen solid meet-
ings, two raffles for Hobby Chest 
coins, four  group builds, five demos,  
and our annual feast-a-thon for the 
holidays.

On the other hand, there is a thread 
of sadness during this holiday sea-
son. We received word that we’ve 
lost a chapter member and friend 
in Richard Adams. We will truly 
miss his smiles and model builds, he 
leaves a hole in our roster almost as 
big as the hole in our hearts.

Our chapter has grown in numbers 
and reorganized, we produced a 
very successful Make and Take, and 
had a good showing at the New Bern 
Model Train show.

Still, it’s time to look forward. We 
have a brand, spanking new year 
ahead of us containing many op-
portunities and adventures. We’ll 
be appearing at the Coastal Caro-
lina Railroaders Model Train show, 
always a great event, and Our own 
Regional show, the DownEastCon 
2026 next July

Do you know what the Christmas 
connection is between the USS North 
Carolina and Macey's Department 
Store? This guy does: 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=J8ZZrTFDVZ0&t=246s

Thanks guys, see you next month. J
-Editor

The next meeting will be Saturday, Januaryn 17, 2026, 1200 pm until 2:00 pm at the 
Bridgeton Methodist Churc, 510 B Street, Bridgeton, NC. This is a GROUP BUILD! Bring 
any work-in-progress, tools and a mat to protect the Church’s tables and new builds. 

Check your email, our fb page and website for changes made in time and/or date.
Isn’t it time you joined IPMS? http://www.ipmsusa3.org/uploads/ipms_application_form_2019.pdf

When in Jacksonville 
experience a REAL 
hobby shop again.

NEW SUMMER HOURS!
Models, Radio Control, Airsoft, 
Board Games, Trading Cards, 

Collectibles, Warhammer!

Wed.-Thurs. 11:00am-7:00pm
Fri. Sat. 11:00am - 9:00pm

Sunday: 12:00 Noon - 6:00pm
345-A Western Blvd.

Jacksonville, NC 28546
910-353-4473

info@hobbychest.com
since 1992
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