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Meeting Debriefing
ECPM MEETING MINUTES       
November 15, 2025

The November business agenda 
began around 12:15 PM with 20 
members and one visitor/new mem-
ber (Eric Grey, who builds ships and 
1/48 scale aircraft) in attendance. 
Welcome Eric! President Alan Welch 
called the meeting to order and the 
following items were presented and-
discussed:         

Treasurer’s Report - Mark Sandvi-
gen provided a review of financial 
activity over the last month and the 
current balance in the ECPM bank 
account.

Website Report – Gary Mitchell 
mentioned that ECPM Website traffic 
was up again this month with more 
page hits and more individuals
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hitting these pages, so let’s bump up 
the content.

Newsletter Report - Alan Welch 
talked about the ECPM award win-
ning newsletter and reminded ev-
eryone that new articles are always 
welcome (and encouraged!). It was 
also mentioned that our newsletter is 
now global and even has readers in 
Australia.

Tuesday Evening Takeoff (Zoom) 
– Dennis Korn updated the group 
on the weekly Zoom build sessions. 
Every Tuesday evening starting at 
7:00 pm they meet for 2 hours (or 
however long you can stay) and build 
models, have great conversation and 
share helpful tips. It’s a really good 
time and everyone enjoys themselves. 
If you are interested in
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(above) Group builds are always a happy event.nEspecially since our venue 
is so much nicer. 

by Gary Mitchell
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participating send your request to 
join to Alan or any Executive Board 
member and we’ll get you signed up.

Make and Take Event – Mark Sand-
vigen thanked everyone who at-
tended the October 28 th event, with 
special appreciation for Rodney Huy-
ett for his Gundam display (which 
was a big hit), and all Club members 
for supporting the efforts that made 
this possible. 

Mark went on to tell the group how 
excited the kids were and how ready 
they were to build. Each builder got 
to pick their own model kit and then 
went back to their tables to build. 
ECPM members were circulating 
during this time and only got in-
volved when asked. 

One outstanding young lady, named 
Daisy, built her Pokeman kit without 
reading the instructions or help from 
anyone! Mark got a call from the 
homeschool group’s leader after-
wards; they thanked him for a great 
event and the fine example set by the 
members who attended.

Bridgeton Methodist Church “Fall 
Fling” Event – Alan Welch gave a 
quick summary of the event, stat-
ing it went well. Turnout was not 
high but all who were there enjoyed 
themselves. See page six for further 
information on this event.

December Meeting – Alan Welch 
confirmed the December meeting-
will once again be the infamous (and 
always good!) potluck lunch with 
a white elephant gift exchange. The 
date is the second Saturday, Decem-
ber 13 th , 2025, at 12:00 pm. Please 
go to the ECPM website and let us 
know what you are bringing (and see 
what others are bringing) for lunch: 
https://www.ecpmod.com/2025-decem-
ber-potluck.html.

You can also view the ‘rules’ for the 
white elephant gift exchange:

https://www.ecpmod.com/ecpm-white-
elephant-gift-exchange.html.

Other Events – Gary Mitchell re-
minded everyone to check the 
website for any upcoming IPMS / 
Non-IPMS Shows and Club Events. 
If any of you know of are not listed, 
please use the link at the bottom of 
the page to send information to the 
Webmaster.

Regional Contest in Charlette – 
David Mohr and Gary Mitchell both 
attended the Region 12 Show/Con-
test and Annual Meeting in Charlotte 
on November 8th. Nine (9) Chapters 
were represented at the meeting, and 
David gave a summary of what was 
discussed. The main item concerned 
the scheduling of shows/contests 
within Region 12 and the need to 
coordinate with the Reg12 Coordina-
tor (Tim Kirkland) prior to setting 
a show date or making any com-
mitments. The group voted on and 
approved a new ‘rule’ that if an IPMS 
Chapter is planning a show it should 
be separated by at least 2 weeks and 
200 miles from another show sched-
uled in Region 12. IPMS USA Secre-
tary Joe Terry was also in attendance, 
and he spoke about discussions at the 
National level on what “value” IPMS 
provides its members. He suggested 
that Chapters having a show consider 
providing a discount for IPMS mem-
bers attending.

Down East Con 2026 – David Mohr 
spoke about the Raffle; he has over 
100 kits (so far!) and stated he also 
has a good selection for the Cast-
away’s Table. He is still accepting 
donations, with a focus on armor and 
car/vehicle kits. In Tim Ryan’s ab-
sence Alan Welch gave a brief

Vendor update and indicated there 
are now 4 vendors online for the 

Meeting Debriefing
(continued from page 1)

show (member Steve Kasza in-
cluded). Tim Kirkland (Region 12 
Coordinator) plans to attend and will 
require 2 tables, one for IPMS sign-
ups and one for vending kits. 

Next, the group reviewed the judg-
ing categories as requested by Steve 
K. He asked for two changes to the 
figure category. He would like to 
take Category 304 & 306 and sort 
of merge them to general categories 
based on size. One would be 120mm 
or larger and the other would become 
smaller than 120mm. This seemed to 
be agreeable to all in attendance and 
Alan W. will update the category list-
ing and change the category numbers 
to be sequential.

Also reviewed were the Theme cat-
egories and the one comment was 
that the first ‘rule’ should be “if you’re 
in the theme category you are in no 
other category”. This needs to be 
BOLD so folks understand. This will 
make judging easier and give others a 
chance to take home a prize.

William Reece would like to add a 
new category, and he offered to spon-
sor and judge it! This would be ‘Best 
Naval Aviation’ award. This also was 
well accepted by those in attendance.

A suggestion was also made to ‘keep 
the isles clear’ in the contest area 
while the judging was going on. This 
will be reviewed further as we get 
closer to DEC 2026. 

David Stiteler mentioned the table 
count being down by 10 since we no 
longer have access to the Fairfield 
Harbor fire department tables. Some 
suggested that we ask the FHFD if 
they would be willing to lend us the 
tables. It was also mentioned that 
we could just rent tables. As we get 
closer to the date this will be decided. 
At Alan W.’s request, David S. will get 
a count of the awards (medals) now 

(continued on page 6)

http://www.ecpmod.com
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 I chose this kit because I liked the 
look of it and I wanted to build 
something other than warships and 
for the challenge it presented.

The instructions are a little odd to 
me, page one says to start with the 
top of the aft superstructure, so I 
started in the middle where it says 
join hull half A to hull half B, and 
went from there, adding propeller 
fairings and rudder. And it’s a good 
thing I can read pictures ‘cause every-
thing is written in bloody Russian. 
P/E will take some sorting.

The waterline is already faintly 
marked on the hull which makes 
masking and painting straight for-
ward. I have also painted the two 
main deck parts  using Tamiya and 
SMS paints on all of this project. 

Next I fitted out the rear deck with 
what seems like a thousand pieces, 
bollards, fairleads, vents and winches. 
I thought it best to bend and fit some 
p/e railing as it would be too difficult 
once the main deck was in place.

(continued on page 4)

Projekt Arktika
by Robert Ooyendyk

Project 22220, Arktika was built in 
St. Petersburg and launched on 16th 
June, 2016. She was completed and 
commissioned in Murmansk on the 
21st oct. 2020.
Length: 173.3 metres.
Beam: 34 metres.
Draught:10.5 metres.
Displacement: 33,570 tones laden.
Engines: 2 RITM200 nuclear reac-
tors driving 3 20mw electric motors.
Speed: 22 knots..

THE MODEL.
Zvezda kit No 9044 released 2021
Scale 1/350.
length: 483mm.
width: 97mm.
627 parts on 8 sprue, and yes, I 
counted them. some parts will be 
replaced by photo etch.
photo etch by Micro Design 350218.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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Now onto the main deck. I removed 
the moulded steps by the boat cradles 
and filled in the resulting holes. 
These were replaced with p/e steps at 
a later stage. Next step was to prepare 
and paint the main deck and install 
that on the hull. Then on to prep and 
paint what seemed like a thousand 
more little bits, but probably closer to 
50, and cement in place along with a 
few pieces of p/e rail.

The superstructure. 
I started with the helideck support 
adding a piece of Evergreen stock to 
give it some strength while handling. 
After that I removed the steps on the 
aft superstructure halves and filled 
in the resulting holes prior to glu-
ing them together, the steps will be 
replaced with p/e at a later stage. 

Next I added some (well, lots) of p/e 
doors, balconies and walkways along 
with roof and hanger doors. I also 
removed the molded steps from parts 
E63, G50 and G52, which again will 
be replaced with P/E stairs, and ce-
mented the landings in place. It was 
necessary to fill any gaps and smooth 
off the areas for painting. 

And now the fun begins, starting 
with about 20 p/e ladders to prepare 
and paint, and this is only half of 
them.  

P/E parts, P/E parts, 
P/E parts all day,
Oh what joy it is to make 
Those P/E parts I say.

Then I next folded, primed, painted 
and installed 22 sets of stairs and 
then attached the superstructure to 
the deck.

(continued from page 3)
Projekt Arktika

(continued on page 5)
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I’m 73, 74 in December, and retired, 
married to Dianne for 27years, 2 
children from previous marriages. I 
live in Happy Valley, South Australia 
about 15-16 km south of Adelaide. 
Been modelling on and off since my 
late teens but fairly solidly for the 
last 15-16 years and entering in the 
local national expo winning sev-
eral awards including best maritime 
exhibit on 4 occasions. I have built 
many wooden ship models in the 
past (they are a different beast 
entirely)

After securing the two major sub-as-
semblies I moved on to the prepara-
tion and fitting of the handrails to the 
aft superstructure. Some of these rails 
can be a bit difficult to shape, (don’t 
look at the blemishes) and the rail 
around the aft crane base needs some 
modification to fit around the black 
cylinder. I’ve shown only one side 
completed as this can be a difficult 
and time consuming step. l finished 
off the starboard side over the next 
couple of days, then onto the forward 
superstructure.

Wash, rinse, repeat . . .

Well the rest of it was pretty much 
mudwork and then the final install-
ment of project Arktika was posted 
to the online groups i participate 
with. 

It was sometimes simple, sometimes 
frustrating. At 16 weeks (started June 
25) it is the longest it has taken me 
to build a plastic ship model, but I 
did have a model expo to prepare for 
although I missed the deadline. Hope 
you enjoy it. J

(continued from page 4)
Projekt Arktika

-Robert  Ooyendyk

http://www.ecpmod.com
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Chapter memeber and Swag Minister, Melissa Huyett in our booth while her 
husband, Rodney was . . . um, well, where WAS Rodney anyway?

FALL FLING
Thanks to an invitation from the 
Bridgeton Methodist Church, which 
graciously provides us with our 
meeting space, we participated in 
their annual Fall Fling Church c\
Carnival.

Although attendance was light we 
met a number of individuals and 
families and got our name out to a 
slightly wider audience.

And, after all, it was another 
chapter's participation in a similar 
event in south Florida back in the 
late 1960s that introduced me to the 
idea of IPMS membership.

I was innocently walking through a 
shopping mall with my, (at the time), 
girlfriend and came upon two guys 
about my age sitting behind a table 

full of beautifully, (for the day) built 
scale models. So we started talking. I 
had started building models again as 
I was trying my hand at illustrating a 
comic strip involving air combat.

So, my scale models were actual  
“artist’s” models. Well one thing 
led to another and here we are. Um, 
maybe “we” is not the correct word.

I think her name was Patty.

So, that is why I think it’s important 
to get our name and faces out there, 
in the real world. To let people 
know that scale models are not the 
childrens’ toys they remember from 
their youth.

Well, not entirely kids’ toys, ok? J
- editor

News From 

ECPM World 

Headquarters
I know what you are thinking, what 
does a table full of food have to do 
with an IPMS chapter.

Well, quite a bit, actually. We meet 
at Bridgeton Methodist Church, like 
with most churches, Christmas is a 
time of sharing and helping others.

So, I suggested that we pitch in 
and donate some food to the 
congregation’s food drive. And 
ECPM did come through.

In addition to all this our chapter has 
been recertified for next year and we 
seem to have a new member join so 
we wecome Eric Gray.

This is a great group of people to 
hang out with. J

- editor

in storage to verify we have enough 
for the contest.

Other New Business – Rodney 
Huyett mentioned that MegaHobby / 
Stevens Intl would be closing some-
time around the 3 rd quarter 2026.

With no other new business brought 
forward by the membership, the 
business agenda was concluded 
around 12:45 pm and was followed 
by the Display Case presentations, 
led by Dennis Korn and the group 
build. J    - Gary Mitchell

(continued from page 2)
Meeting Debriefing
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What are you doing on a Tuesday 
night from 7:00-9:00pm? Do you find 
it difficult to put any time into your 
model building? Is hard to squeeze 
just a few moments time at the bench 
when life is coming at you from 
every direction? The answer is easy 
my friend. Join a group of your fellow 
modelers on Tuesday night for an on-
line building session that guarantees 
you will have two solid hours of 
model building time while also 
getting the latest news on modeling 
tips, new releases, and more tall tales 
than you hear in any tavern you care 
to visit.

But, what do we call this 
amalgamation of model builders 
that spend their time encouraging 
their compatriots to build better? 

The idea was to start with the initials 
TNT since we are a powerful group 
. . . able to make plastic scrap out of 
anything the kit manufacturers can 
throw at us. So, consideration was 
given to Tuesday Night Thingamajig 
. . . since the definition is “something 
that is hard to classify or whose name 
is unknown or forgotten.” This group 
is definitely hard to classify, but that 
just doesn’t quite fit the bill.

How about Tuesday Night 
Tomfoolery? Some people think what 
we do certainly meets the definition 
of “foolish, trifling or nonsense,” but 
we know what we do is a skill-based 
activity that others may find hard to 
appreciate, but then they just don’t 
get it. Consideration could be given 
to Tuesday Night Touched since we 

Tuesday Night TakeoffTuesday Night Takeoff

are obviously “emotionally stirred” 
by our models and can be considered 
“slightly unbalanced” by many 
civilians who wonder what grown 
man are doing building little models.

So, without consulting the powers 
to be . . . which means they could 
definitely come up with a better 
idea . . . I give you Tuesday Night 
Takeoff . . . a group of modelers who 
by definition, “copy from an original 
and make a likeness of” when we 
put our pieces of plastic, resin, brass, 
paper, etc. together. And what better 
time to take on that endeavor than 
on a Tuesday night with a like-
minded group that will give you their 
full support and only harass you in a 
gentle manner. J

-Dennis Korn

by Dennis Korn

http://www.ecpmod.com
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(continued from page 6)

09/16/2023
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OPERATION TIN CAN 
update
Steve Kasza reports that we have 65 of 77 subjects 
sponsored, 8 of them are completed, and another 10 
in progress. Steve s making good progress and hopes 
to accompany the completed collection to Beneedita 
Portugal to be on display in the Museum. This will be 
every piece of armor the Portugese Army has ever used.

(above right) M730 Chaparral

(center right) V-150 Armored Car

(lower right) L118 105m Howitzer

(below) M-55 Machine gun trailer mount

http://www.ecpmod.com
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(left) William Reece leads us off with this sweet 1/48 
build of an Accurate Miniatures TBM-1c Avenger. From 
the box build when it was a brand new kit in 1996. It 
represents an Avenger from VC-13 aboard USS Core, 
CVE-13. Yes, it is named for our nearby Core Sound. It 
is painted in the unusual ASW Scheme I, used for areas 
where the prevailing conditions were usually clear or 
broken clouds.

(right) The ICM 1/48 Dornier Do-215 was build by 
Lee Rouse and represents an aircraft in Hungarian 

service roughly mid war. Lee seemed to really like 
the kit and was quite impressed by the fit, detail, and 

clearness of the glass parts. We were clearly impressed 
with Lee’s building and painting skills.

(left) This M34 gun motor carriage sports a 40mm and 
the kit from AFV comes with fine details. According to 
Jim Harriett it is a great build and represents a unit 
active in the Korean War. Very nice work all the way, 
Jim, especially since it was his first build painted with 
an air brush!

(right) This build is special for Jim Smith. It’s a 1968 
Dodge Dart GTS and is a replica of a car that Jim once 

owned and wishes he still had. The kit is a Revell Dodge 
Dart Hemi but Jim did an engine swap and replaced the 
stock wheels with aftermarket ones from Fireball Models 

to match what he was riding on back in the day. All paint 
is MCW, Sunfire Yellow on the body and textured black 

for the vinyl top.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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(left) The Dodge, A-100, a completely 3-D printed kit’ 
The files were purchased from Cult3d and the build 
done by Gary Mitchell. Gary used white and Hot 
Wheels blue for the color scheme. Gary commented 
favorably on the fit of the parts.

(left) The Revell, 1971 Plymouth Fury from the “Fast 
and Furious” franchise, here built by Jim Smith. Jim 
painted this fine ride with Tamiya Pure Yellow.

(right) Gary also built the Revell, 1985 Oldsmobile 
442 which he judged a great kit until you got to the 

windows. (Haven’t we all been there?).  Once he man-
aged to get the back and the front windows to finally 

fit he painted it a metallic orange from Tamiya.

(right) Gary Mitchell presents the  Lexus LC500 s,  in 
Resin 3-D print. As with all (it seem) of the kits the fit 
is great until you get to the windows, but this technol-

ogy is still in it’s infancy so who knows where it will 
ultimately go.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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(above) That ain’t no decal flame applique, Jim Smith 
built  the 1978 Dodge D-100 and did the custom paint 
scheme himself, He started with a monotone Tamiya 
bright red, the added the fiery finale with the aid of 
flame stencils from Lazy Modeler. 

(below) A menacing Revernova in 1/144 from Bandai, also 
built by Rodeny Huyett. An economical, ($18.00) and fun 
kit to build and it comes with another high recomendation 
from the builder. Rodney says it’s a good way to spend a 
day.

(right) Also Rodney 
Huyett built this 1/144 
Roundnova I in about 
a day. The $20 kit had 

no downside  and came 
with lots of extra parts 

so one can mix and 
match with other kits in 
this series from Bandai. 

Big thumbs - up from 
Rodney.

http://www.ecpmod.com


   Page 14 Eastern Carolina Plastic Modelers is a chartered IPMS Chapter based in New Bern, NC www.ecpmod.com

(left) The great Bandai invasion, 
Rodney Huyett built this 01D2 Death 
Sythe, an interesting build with 10(!) 
sprues and a roughly 3-day invest-
ment of time. It had a lot of small 
parts and an excellent set of stickers. 
Retails for about $26.00. 

(left below) A Bandai Pokemon, 
Black Kyrum, a great $14.00 intro kit  
for family members you like.

(below) Colonies Liberation Organi-
zation Mobile Suit, 9-sprues, 1-decal 
sheet, $24.00 cost. Some tedium to the 
2 day build but overall fun and easy.

http://www.ecpmod.com


   Page 15 Eastern Carolina Plastic Modelers is a chartered IPMS Chapter based in New Bern, NC www.ecpmod.com

(above) Rodney Huyett next serve up 
the SDW Heroes Musha the 78th. An 
interesting kit with great box art and a 
terrific set of stickers. Roughly a 6 hour 
build and retails around $27.00.

(left) And for variety may we present a 
Pokemon, Bandai’s GARCHOMP, by 
Rodney Huyett. It’s an easy 3-hour build 
consisting of 4 sprues and a sheet of 
stickers. Another recommended “intro-
duction kit” for new modelers.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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(below) Alan Welch brought in his build of the Ting 
Yueng which needed a bit of repair work. However, 
the work needed was so painstakingly small that he 
accepted an offer to get it repaired at a more sedate 
and sequestered location where a liberal amount of 
"sailor talk" would not be deemed offensive. Good 
call guys. It's a nice Bronco kit in 1/350 with a good 
addtion of photo etch and 3-D printed sailors onboard.

(above) Louis LaPlante brought in a quartet of Space 
Marines that are nearing completion. Louis says he has a 
bit more detail painting to do but they look way cool to me. 
They are roughly 25mm size

http://www.ecpmod.com
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(above) A cheery bright red Porsche Junior tractor, by Revell, 
mostly built stock but with some engine and lighting wiring to 
spruce up the build. He added a nice base and hay bales and 
some good old fashion farm dirt to signal it’s a working item. 
Painted with a mix of Tamiya and Citadel paints

(left) Now back to the Pokemonverse with the White Kyurem, 
also from Rodney Huyett. Rodney gives this an easy 3-hour 
build with no glue or paint needed. But for all that it’s a fun 
build and one to consider to use when introducing someone into 
building. Cost is around $14.00.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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And here I am poking gentle 
fun at my friend Wiliam 

Reece. Last month he brought 
in this Spit IX in PRU Pink 

for our “Pink Build’’ and 
swore he would finish it for 

this month. BUT, instead he 
brought in TWO unfinished 
builds. Sounding like a B-17 

story to me.

Anyway, Here's his Airfix 
Spitfire FR IXc 1/72 conver-

sion from kit A20265, and 
his Monogram Hi Tech 1/48 

OS2U-3, 1993, both works in 
progress.

http://www.ecpmod.com
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RANDOM MEETING SHOTS

http://www.ecpmod.com
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Mission: “Confessions”

Confessions of a Closet Modeler

By David Stiteler

With the weather starting to be 
more tolerant for some outdoor 
work projects, my wife and I
decided to start some projects that 
I, and I alone have been putting off 
since we bought this house in 2017. 

Behind the house the back yard 
was a bit of an overgrown jungle/
forest combo that has gotten way 
out of hand. So, with weed eater 
and chainsaw in hand, we started 
in, and in a week made some 
pretty remarkable progress. 

Since retiring from the airport last 
December, I have found out just 
how lazy I have become in under a 
year. I hurt, a lot. My fault entirely, 
no excuses.

But, with the cooling temperatures, 
and the approaching winter months 
comes the indoor projects, such 
as model building. Because of that 
often-ignored hobby due to all the 
other stuff going on, I did in fact 
order yet another model to be part 
of the long chain of models yet to 
be built. 

And of course, when it arrived, I 
got the usual raised eyebrow and 
eye roll. The often-asked questions 
of when am I ever going to work 
on these, and do I really need 
another model that will mostly 
sit in its box and not get built 
came as expected. And I again 
answered with my standard reply, 
not to disappoint her with anything 
different. The usual debate 
continued. But here is where she 
changed things up some.

My wife pointed out that with all 
that is going on, I never really give 
myself enough time for myself. I’m 
always dropping everything I might 
be doing to help someone else 
with whatever they need help with; 
for example, family needs, friends, 
church, ect. When I do have a few
moments to myself, something else 
always comes up. She believes 
I look for excuses to put off 
something that I really enjoy, and 
she is not sure why. But she also 
apologized for being a factor
in this dilemma, and hopes to do 
better so that I can figure it out.

This is where I’m going to tell on 
myself a bit. The title of this column 
is in fact “Confessions”, so time to 
confess. I’m not easily intimidated, 
and there are very few things that 
do intimidate me. I’ve been to 
war a couple of times, faced some 
disturbing things and survived, and 
was not intimidated by it…much. 

But, when I look at the quality of 
the work my model club buddies 
are doing, and proudly displaying 
each month, I feel very intimidated, 
and my confidence falls through 
the floor. Being out of modeling 
for as long as I have been, and 
trying to get back up to speed 
seems overwhelming at times, and 
thinking about putting something 
out there next to some of the work 
we see every month, makes me 
feel like a Klingon facing a Tribble! 
(That was for you Trekkies out 
there!).

This month’s meeting was a build 
month meeting, and yet again 
family and others decided that I
was needed for whatever reason 
for a period of time throughout the 
day. I tried to explain that for
one Saturday each month that was 
my time, and I wanted it for me. 

Then Dennis sent out the
reminder e-mail that this month 
was a build month, which I had 
forgotten about, and I wanted to
run for the hills! I don’t know 
when this major lack of confidence 
manifested itself so strongly,
and why I get so intimidated by 
others works, and believe me they 
are wonderful. We have extremely 
talented model builders in this 
club, and we should be blessed for 
that. I tip my hat to all of you.

I don’t know for sure if there are 
some others out there that feel the 
same way, but know that you
are not alone. And I believe that 
with the quality of the people in 
this club, we won’t have to feel
intimidated, because they will 
help us not to feel that way. So, for 
myself, I just have to get over
my insecurities, get back to basics, 
put more time into my model 
building, and then there will be
no “tribble” at all. J

-David Stiteler

http://www.ecpmod.com
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PO Box 1411

Riverview, FL 33568-1411

DEC 2026 RAFFLE UPDATE – 
As of this month a total of 115 
model kits have been donated for 
the DownEastCon 2026 Raffle.

While I have nearly reached the 
original goal of 120 kits that will 
be raffled at two separate sessions 
during the contest, I am still 
accpeting donations..." at every 

monthly meeting and am looking 
for kits in “like new” condition. 
While factory sealed is preferred, 
I will take open box kits as long as 
they are complete, have not been 
started and have usable decals. 

All types of kits are accepted, 
however to date I have not gotten 
very many automotive, ship, or 

non-military kits so are looking for 
more of these. 

The next time you are looking 
through your stash, see if there 
isn’t a kit or two that you know will 
probably not build and which could 
bring someone else joy as a prize. J

- David Mohr

http://www.ecpmod.com
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News from Region 12
Mission and Goals IPMS USA
We, a group of individuals united 
by a common bond of mutual 
interest, do hereby establish a non-
profit association of plastic 
modelers with the purposes and 
objectives set forth herein.
A. To encourage interest in scale 
modeling and assist interested 
organizations and groups.
B. To ensure the timely exchange 
of modeling information and to 
provide information, data, and 
other assistance to members and
chapters.
C. To provide for the members 
interests by keeping them informed 
of new products and services.
D. To establish and maintain liaison 
with manufacturers of products 
associated with the modeling 
hobby where possible.
E. To establish and maintain liaison 
with foreign IPMS branches.

Dates For Events
We in IPMS USA Region 12 have 
for many years have a gentleman’s 
agreement not to put
Contest/Event on the same date or 
one week after a IPMS Event in that 
Region or 200 miles apart. The
agreement was 2 weeks, 200 mile 
minimum. That certainly applies 
to our Region and R2 and R3. I 
have the backing of our DLC any 
Chapter that violates this 2-week 
200 miles policy without any
consultation then I do not have to 
approve of this event.
Any Chapter can do what they 
want just at their own risk.
Yes, they are circumstances in 
which we can do events a week 
apart, however if the first come first
Chapter strongly disagrees then I 
can deny approval for the second 
event.

We want Chapters from stepping 
on someone’s toes.

We have only so many Saturdays in 
the year When your Chapter starts 
talking about doing a show our 
Chapters need to let me know asap 
not right after the Chapters signed 
a contract and publish flyers they 
can’t get out of. I need a few days 
to check IPMS and Independents 
events. Thank you.

From The Director of Chapters
It has come to my attention that 
one of our RCs had an issue with a 
chapter regarding a show date the
chapter wanted for its event. I want 
to remind the RCs that chapters 
need to run their show dates by 
you for approval before the
chapter can publicize their event. 
This is to prevent any conflict in 
show dates within your respective
Region and any in adjourning 
Regions. Also, I need the RC's 
approval before I can let the
events listing go live on ipmsusa.
org.

There should be a contest form 
that chapters can fill out for this 
purpose. This document does not 
yet exist but will be created in the 
interim. Any input you may have 
on this matter will be appreciated. 
Thank you for your attention to this 
matter.
Robert S. (Bob) Delaney
IPMS/USA Director of Local 
Chapters
IPMS/USA Home Page | By 
Modelers... For
Modelers (ipmsusa.org)

Region News and updates.
The Carolina Connection
Newsletter of “ The Carolinas”
Region 12 International Plastic 
Modelers Society USA Braches

Established 2022 Volume 3 
Number 7 October 2025

Please remember they are things 
I cant fix! Web site issues! And 
Memberships cards, checks
clearing! And things outside the 
region, and decisions by the 
EBoard.

Contest and events Fall 2025
We have had 2 conventions Left in 
the year. The Regional convention 
on November 8 th . IPMS
Charolette hosting. I'll be holding 
the R12 Business meeting sometime
before Judging. I'll also have a 
recruiting table. Last I'll sponsoring 
a Junior membership for the 
Best Junior in Show. I'll also be 
presenting my on RC award.

Region 12 “The Carolinas” Regional 
convention The Charlette Scale 
Modelers Are hosting our
convention. I’ve seen pics of the 
location, and it looks real nice.
Get in touch with them ASAP 
for sponsorships and if you need 
anything.
November 8, 2025
9 AM – 4 PM
Providence Baptist Church
4921 Randolph Rd
Charlotte, NC 28211
IPMS Contest
Calendar:   https://ipmsusa.org/
event/charlotte-scale-
modelers-region-12-contest
Charlotte Scale Modelers
Website:   https://www.
charlottescalemodelers.com/g
eneral-5
 
MY Goals for the Fall
I would like to see. Better 
communication from you the 
chapters back to me and to the 
DLC. This needs to improve.
That members get a copy of 
this newsletter through Chapter 
Contacts. 

http://www.ecpmod.com
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AMPS 2026 is set for 16-18 April 
2026 at the Century Center, 120 
Doctor M.L.K. Jr Blvd in South 
Bend, IN, 46601.

The theme for AMPS 2026 is 
Vietnam.  A full definition has been 
posted on the show page.

Pre-registration starts on 1 January 
2026 and will go through 12 April 
2026. You can pre-register through 
the AMPS Home page by clicking 
on the "Register" menu when pre-
registration is active.

Note that, like last year, we will not 
be accepting hand-written entry 
forms.  If you don't pre-register you 
will need to register via one of two 
laptops on site. To avoid standing 
in line to register on site, we highly 
recommend you pre-register.  You 

don't need to know which models 
you are bringing when you pre-
register - you can add these to your 
registration and print out your forms 
up to the day of the show.

Hotel registration information, with 
links, etc, for this event can be found 
on the AMPS Home page on the 
AMPS website.

The show hotel is the Doubletree 
by Hilton, which is located across 
the street from the Century Center.   
We’ve arranged a great rate of $149 
per night, with a discounted parking 
rate of $5 per night (otherwise $15 
a night). The special rate is good for 
bookings between April 14, 2026 and 
April 18, 2026.  To book and take 
advantage of this special rate, please 
use the link below.  This is the only 
show hotel this year.

https://www.hilton.com/en/
book/reservation/deeplink/?cty
hocn=SBNSBDT&groupCode=
CDT92G&arrivaldate=2026-04-
14&departuredate=2026-04-18&ci
d=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,Di
rectLink&fromId=HILTONLINK
DIRECT

You can also book by calling 
the hotel at 574-234-2000 and 
mentioning group code CDT92G. 
J	  				  
   - John Ratzenberger

AMPS SitRep

http://www.ecpmod.com
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IPMS R 12 RegionalIPMS R 12 Regional
July 18, 2026July 18, 2026

Havelock Tourist and Havelock Tourist and 
Event CenterEvent Center

http://www.ecpmod.com
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Charlotte Scale Modelers
Meeting Times: 1st Friday of each 
month at 7:00pm at the Memorial 
United Methodist Church; 4012
Central Ave, Charlotte, 28105.
Contact Name: Joel Robinson 
Email: jrobinsonusaf@aol.com
charlotte_scale_modelers@ipmsusa.org
www.charlottescalemodelers.com

Coastal Carolina Modelers
Association
Meeting times: 2nd Saturday of 
the month at 09:30 am, at the 
Summerville American Legion Post, 
105 Sumpter Ave., Summerville, SC
Contact Name: Dave Corvino
Email: dcorvino@sc.rr.com
E-mail: 
coastal_carolina@ipmsusa.org

Eagle Squadron 
General Meeting Times: 2nd Sunday 
at 1:00pm-3:00 pm at the American 
Cleveland Draft House, 1420 East 
Broad Street in Fuquay Varina & an 
Informal Build Night, Hangar 18 
Hobbies in Cary the last Wednesday 
of each month from 6pm-8pm.
Contact Name: Lee Griffin
Email: eagle_squadron@ipmsusa.org
https://www.facebook.com/IPMS 
EagleSquadron

Eastern Carolina Plastic Modelers
Meeting Times: 3rd Saturday of the
month, 12:00 noon-2:00pm at the 
Bridgeton Methodist Church, 
Fellowship Hall
510 B Street, Bridgeton, NC 28519
Contact Name: Dennis Korn
Email: drkornnwp56@yahoo.com 
eastern_carolina@ipmsusa.org

Gamecocks
Meeting times: 2nd Sunday of the 
month at 3pm-5pm, at 
Sumter County Airport, 

Sumter, South Carolina 
Contact Name: Wes Macon
Email: awmacon@yahoo.com
gamecocks@ipmsusa.org

Gaston County Model Builders
Meeting Times: 4th Friday of the 
month 6:30 pm at Christ United 
Methodist Church, 3415 Union Rd 
Family Life Center,
Gastonia, NC
Contact Name: Pending
Email: Pending
gaston_county@ipmsusa.org
Zoom meeting also available at same 
time, email to: Pending

George Preddy
Meeting Times: 1st Thursday of the 
month at 6:30pm. 
Sarah’s Kabob Shop- 5340 W. Market 
St. Greensboro, NC
Contact Name: William Workman
Email: stonehill123@peoplepc.com
george_preddy@ipmsusa.org

Grand Strand Scale Modelers
Meeting times: 10:00am- 3rd 
Saturday at Horry County Memorial 
Library, Socastee Connector Road 
141, SC-707 Socastee, SC
Contact Name: Rick Reinhart
Email: gssmpres@gmail.com
Email: grand_strand_scale_
modelers@ipmsusa.org

Fayetteville Scale Modelers Club 
Meeting Times: 2nd Saturday of 
each month, 1:30pm-3:30pm, at 
Hobbytown on Bragg BLVD. Build 
day is the last Sunday of the month 
at Hobbytown on Bragg blvd from 
12:30pm-3:30pm
Contact Name: Eric Engstrom
srericengstrom@aol.com

Mid Carolina Swamp Fox
Meeting Times: 3rd Wednesday 
of the month 6pm-8pm at the 
Lexington County Library 5440 
Augusta Rd, Lexington, SC
Contact Name: Hub Plott
Email: 

dlhpgamecocks@mindspring.com
Email: mid_carolina_swamp_fox@
ipmsusa.org

Mooresville/Race City Modelers
Meeting Times: 3rd Sunday of the 
month, 2pm to 5pm, at Fast Trax 
Raceway & Hobby, 1-50 Ostwalt 
Amity Rd, Troutman, NC, 28166
Contact Name: Dave Sciano
Email: mlbdave@yahoo. Com
Phone:336-244-5173
ipms_mooresvillerace_city_
modelers@ipmsusa.org

Pee Dee Scale Modelers
Meeting Info: Second Sunday of the 
month, 1:30 p.m., 
Dunkin’ Donuts, 
2210 West Lucas St., Florence, SC
Contact Name: Dale Perdue
E-Mail: dwperdue68@gmail.com

Piedmont Scale Modelers
Meeting Times: 2nd Saturday of 
the month at 10am-4pm at the 
Greenville Military History Center of 
the Carolinas at 14 Airport Road Ext. 
Greenville, SC
Contact Name: Dennis White
Email: sunjester1967@gmail.com
piedmont_scale_modelers@ipmsusa.org

Spartanburg Scale Modelers
Meeting times: 4th Saturday of the 
Month, 12pm-3pm; Spartanburg 
Memorial Airport; 500 Ammons Rd, 
Spartanburg, SC 29306
Contact Tim Kirkland
Email: kirklandmr6@aol.com

Winston-Salem
Meeting Times: 3rd Thursday of 
each month at 7PM; Southfork 
Community Center 4403 Country 
Club Road Winston-Salem, NC
Contact Name : Will Pecoul
Email:  wpecoul@gmail.com
winston-salem@ipmsusa.org

Region 12 Coordinator
Tim Kirkland
170 Kensington dr #107
Spartanburg, SC 29306
Phone 864 504 0745
Email: kirklandmr6@aol.com

Contact & meeting information 
on regional IPMS model building 
groups. This will give you the oppor-
tunity to visit other IPMS chapters.

(continued on next page)

Region 12 Listing
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The next meeting will be Saturday December 13, 2025, 1200 pm until 2:00 pm at the 
Bridgeton Methodist Church, 510 B Street, Bridgeton, NC. This will be a Christmas 

Bash Pot Luck, White Elephant Gift Exchange  Check your email, our facebook page 
and ECPM website in case changes are made in time and/or date.

Isn’t it time you joined IPMS? http://www.ipmsusa3.org/uploads/ipms_application_form_2019.pdf

The following clubs are non-IPMS 
groups but are included as a 
courtesy:
Carolina Maritime Model Society
Meeting time/date TBA at the North 
Carolina Maritime Museum, 315 
Front St., Beaufort, NC, and  the mu-
seum is a great meeting space. 
https://www.facebook.com/
CMMSNC/

Jacksonville NC Plastic Modelers
Meeting times: 1 pm every second 
Sunday at The Hobby Chest, 345 
Western Blvd, Jacks, 510 B Street, 
Bridgetononville, NC. The Hobby 
Chest carries a great selection of 
hobby kits and supplies and is a 
grand center for tabletop gaming 
activities. https://www.facebook.
com/groups/1319666224752922

New Bern Maritime Modelers Guild.
Meeting location: 12 noon the sec-
ond Saturday of each month at 604 
Guion St., New Bern, N. For up to 
date info on their meetings: https://
www.facebook.com/nbmmgnc 

Wilmington, NC Plastic Modelers 
meeting times: 2pm-4:30pm 
the 1st Saturday of each month. 
Meetings are held at the New 
Hanover County Public Library, 
Osprey room, 3802 S. College 
Rd.https://www.facebook.com/
groups/117277425006833

This is the best up to date info we 
have on the scale model clubs in our 
region. Should you find an error or 
omission please contact the editor of 
this publication. J

Region 12 Chapters
(continued from previous page) When in Jacksonville 

experience a REAL 
hobby shop again.

NEW SUMMER HOURS!
Models, Radio Control, Airsoft, 
Board Games, Trading Cards, 

Collectibles, Warhammer!

Wed.-Thurs. 11:00am-7:00pm
Fri. Sat. 11:00am - 9:00pm

Sunday: 12:00 Noon - 6:00pm
345-A Western Blvd.

Jacksonville, NC 28546
910-353-4473

info@hobbychest.com
since 1992

What does a table full of food have 
to do with an IPMS chapter.

Well, quite a bit, actually. We meet 
at Bridgeton Methodist Church, and 
like with most churches, Christmas 
time is a time of sharing and helping 
others. So, I suggested that we pitch 
in and donate some food to the 
congregation’s food drive. And the 
chapter came together and came 
through.

We also welcomed a new face to 
the table withthe introduction of 
Eric Gray who said he's joining the 
chapter in December.I guess I need 
to make some new name tags

DEC update, so far we have 5 
vendors commited to the show. I 
guess  they either remember or have 
heard that our shows are good for 
vendors. That's a nice reputation to 
have.

This is a great group of people to 
hang out with. J

- editor
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